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The 401 Richmond Update is a community-building
initiative of Urbanspace Property Group. The newsletter
began in June 1994 and over the years has documented
the eclectic activities and fascinating people who make

a home in our historic factory in downtown Toronto.
If you would like to be added to the 401 Update
mailing list, please email: UPDATE@urbanspace.org.

401 Richmond Ltd. Staff

Newsletter

2025 Nuit Blanche attendees
contribute to Alexandria Masse
interactive artwork The Invisible
String at Gagné Contemporary.
Photo: Dean Tomlinson
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- MOVING IN
ma Toronto-based textile artist and fashion
= designer Anu Raina joins the 401 community

on the 3rd floor, with a design-focussed
studio space. We also welcome Camden
Group, a small team working at the inter-
section of community building, consulting
and advisory, impact development, and
social and charitable outreach.

MOVING ON

We wish New Horizons Media all
the best as they move on from their
2nd floor studio.

plazaPOPS: Paradise in a Parking Lot is on view
at Urbanspace Gallery until December 17.

2 NEWS

401 MEETING ROOM
3 SPOTTED & .

APPLAUDED

4 TENANT PROFILE
6 LISTINGS

8 PRESS CH ECK If you are looking for a place to hold a

meeting or workshop, contact us about
renting Studio 303. The room boasts
all of the necessary amenities at a

9 THE BACK PAGE reasonable rate.

Visit www.401richmond.com or
contact frontdesk@urbanspace.org
for more information.

RICHMOND

Sign up for monthly What’s On updates to
your inbox at www.401richmond.com.




APRIL HICKOX 1955-2025
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The 401 community is honouring friend and artist April Hickox. Born in Oakuville,

Ontario, April moved to Toronto Island with her family at the age of three and remained
a resident for her lifetime, raising her daughter Alexandra and practising her work.
April studied photography and graphic design in London, England in the early 1970s,
and completed her graduate studies in photography and printmaking at the Ontario
College of Art (now OCAD University) in 1978. She went on to co-found Gallery 44
Centre for Contemporary Photography, and taught at OCAD University for over

30 years, mentoring artists and fostering friendships. Her extensive body of work
spans more than 50 years exploring and documenting the people and objects she
cherished, and communicating her profound interest in our relationships to the
landscapes we inhabit. Along with photography, April's lens-based work included film,
video and installation, and can be found in collections across Canada including the
Art Gallery of Hamilton, Kitchener Waterloo Art Gallery, Canada Council Art Bank,
Canadian Museum of Contemporary Photography and Winnipeg Art Gallery.
@aprilhickox aprilhickox.com




SYMBIOTES | (DETAIL), 2025.
COURTESY PATEL BROWN.

spotted & applauded

¢ CANADALAND WINS

SIGNAL PODCAST AWARDS

The Signal Awards-recognizing meaningful
and unprecedented audio programming—
awarded Canadaland Silver in the Listener's
Choice for Best Host (News and Politics)
category for Noor Azrieh’s Politics edition
of their flagship podcast, and Gold in the
Limited Series and Specials category
dedicated to exposing or retelling real-life
crime stories for The Copernic Affair,
chronicling a Canadian professor accused
of a 1980 bomb attack in Paris.

~2BATT
Toronto

COVER ARTWORK
WINNIE TRUONG,

PHOTO: DARREN RIGO

ARTTORONTO X WINNIE TRUONG &
Art Toronto—an international modern and
contemporary art fair held in Toronto each

fall-used the artwork of 3rd floor artist
Winnie Truong for the fair's visual identity.
Winnie also had artwork on display at the
fair with Patel Brown Gallery. The event
showcased over 100 galleries from across
Canada and the globe.

DUANE COLE
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Go back in time to the hidden world of 1970s
‘Yonge Street with this showcase of short films
Scrvaning dustyoff thiee short dacumentsriny sbout Tesgmar's ‘Sin Strip’
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© G44 ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE SCREENS SIN STRIP DOCS
Gallery 44’s 2025 Artist-in-Residence Jordan King showcased a series of
short films about the ‘Yonge Street Sin Strip'—a collection of massage parlours,
adult cinemas and strip clubs that ran from Bloor to Richmond in the 1970s—
that capture the lives of sex workers in Into the Night at the Bachir/Yerex
Presentation Space in The Commons on the 4th floor. With fellow curators
Sameen Mahboubi and Janis Cole, Jordan showed three shorts: Cream
Soda (Cole and creative partner Holly Dale), Minimum Charge No Cover
(Cole and Dale) and Baby Dolls (Rodney Werden). “Try to transport yourself
to 1977 and Yonge Street, inside those massage parlours, you can't believe
all of these sorts of details on the screen,” Jordan says. “There’s so much for
people to take away in terms of making work about communities that they are
not part of, and instead, making work about communities they are.”

¢ SWIPE HOSTS 1960’S TORONTO ART CRITIC

Swipe Design | Books + Objects hosted author Harry Malcolmson
for a talk about his experience as art critic in Toronto in the 1960s.
Scene: How the 1960s Transformed Canadian Art provides an
account of the reshaping of the Canadian art landscape during that
era. The book offers a perspective on how a surge of artists, galleries,
collectors, and critics propelled Canadian art into the global spotlight.

C OF MUSICAL STAGE TEAM WINS 3 DORAS

Colette Richardson, Senior Fundraising & Audience Development
Officer for The Musical Stage Company, received three Dora Awards
as part of the Shifting Ground Collective, along with co-founders of
the Gen Z musical theatre company Joshua Kilimnik and Shannon
Murtagh. The emergent company won for Outstanding Creative
Direction, Outstanding Production, and took home the Jon Kaplan
Audience Choice Award. Reflecting on her co-workers’ reaction to her
win, Colette says, “The second | saw my co-workers at Musical Stage
after the Doras, everyone just hugged me.”

Left Colette Richardson, Shannon Murtagh and Joshua Kilimnik



tenant profile

GAGNE CONTEMPORARY Studio B20

John Gagné’s path to becoming an art dealer in Toronto
took the long way around, starting in Northeastern
Ontario, and with stops in Paris and New York. His
childhood was spent in North Bay until his postmaster
father accepted a position in Windsor and moved his
family south as John finished secondary school. With
an interest in animation and film, John enrolled in a film
production program at Conestoga College, eventually
transferring to Humber College in Toronto in the early
1980s. “l connected to the stories. | started learning
about directors, screenwriting, characters; that world
came alive for me in college.”

After college John made experimental films that
screened at festivals in North America and Europe,
including at CineCycle’s former Spadina and Dundas
Street location in 1992 as part of the Festival of Festivals
(now Toronto International Film Festival) presented by
the Liaison of Independent Filmmakers of Toronto.
During that period working as a filmmaker, John spent a
year living in Paris making films and working on his
French at Sorbonne Université. While in Paris, he
connected with Light Cone, an experimental cinema
distributor that still houses six of John's films in its
catalogues, along with Canadian media art distributor
CFMDC in 401 Richmond.

Back in Toronto in the early 1990s, while considering
another trip to Europe to work on a screenplay, John

4

John Gagné (left) at 401’s
2024 Holiday Open House.

picked up an issue of the technology magazine Wired—in
its first year of publication—and read about the internet.
The article reported on the launch of the World Wide
Web into the public domain. He recognized the potential
of engaging with an emerging technology from its onset.
John recalls, “I was looking at the very few websites there
were at the time and thought: ‘I can do this.' | started
programming web pages and built up a company.”

As John moved into e-commerce and the websites he
worked on became more sophisticated, large advertising
agencies took notice. In 2000, John sold his business to
McCann Canada and joined their team as Creative
Director of digital projects. Five years later he moved to
competitor BBDO Canada as Executive Creative
Director and was eventually promoted to BBDO
Worldwide, taking John and his family to New York City
where they settled in Brooklyn.

In Brooklyn, John gravitated to the galleries and artist
studios dotted across the borough. He attended Arts
Gowanus events, a grassroots collective in the canal
neighbourhood that organized exhibitions and open studios
in old warehouses and under-used commercial buildings.
As John got to know the local arts group and creative
community, he started to help out using his marketing
chops and elbow grease installing exhibitions. Before
long, the organization’s lead asked John if he would
curate a show as part of the collective’s programming.

DEAN TOMLINSON



“In New York, | was nervous about going into artist
studios, but | promised myself no pretending. | wasn't
overthinking it, and it kept working.” After 4 years at
BBDO in New York, the global advertising world began to
lose its shine for John. In 2016, he pocketed the skills he
had honed from the career he started over 20 years ago
after thumbing through that 1993 Wired magazine issue,
and moved towards his next chapter of dealing in art.

John's appreciation for visual art was peaked by the
experimental media artists he admired while studying film
at Humber in Toronto, and closer yet while living in Paris,
including Man Ray, Marcel Duchamp, and Fernand
Léger. The fledgling curator found similarities with his
past work life dealing with illustrators, photographers,
and writers, and communicating a story about the art and
its artist. “I like storytelling. I like romancing an idea, so it
suits me very well,” John explains.

John steadily added to the list of shows he was
curating in Brooklyn and Manhattan and soon established
Gagné Contemporary as a nomadic curatorial initiative.
His approach was all inclusive. “I said ‘yes’ to everything.
‘We need 30 paintings up in 24 hours.’ | would show up
and artists would ask my opinion. If you don't know, you
don't know. If you have an idea, tell them.”

Without its own physical gallery, Gagné Contemporary
began to represent artists’ work on arts-focused online
selling platforms. Already visiting artists’ studios on the
regular, John began to work with about 15 artists,
photographing work in their studio to post online and
earning a commission on sales.

As John increased his knowledge of the artists and
galleries in New York City, he signed on to Airbnb
Experiences in its early days, and began hosting art tours
through galleries across the city. Travelling art collectors
and enthusiasts signed up and John began making
commissions when they purchased artwork.

In 2019, John was approached by a friend who knew
a fellow with a building in downtown Manhattan with an
empty second floor looking to open a gallery, “only in
New York,” John quips. He asked John if he could help
and they opened Art of Our Century. The gallery
enjoyed packed openings throughout its short run. John
remembers, “l opened a show at Art of our Century in
March of 2020. At the opening, people were talking
about this flu coming from overseas. Within two weeks,
the gallery was empty, the streets were empty, and by
the end of April, New York was like a war zone.”

With the arrival of Covid, John and his family
decided to move back to their house in Toronto. As John
looked to find a focus back in Canada, his eyes fell on
the coach house at the back of their home and
accessible by the laneways typical in Toronto
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neighbourhoods. John mused, “I put some shows on in
bars in New York, I'm pretty sure | could put a show on
here.” Over their first summer back friends helped John
retrofit the space into a gallery. Before long, the small
laneway gallery became a mini community hub in
Leslieville. John was regularly visited by artists, friends,
neighbours and former colleagues.

After a few years building on the success of each
show in John's laneway gallery, he was looking for
another project. His retrofitted coach house space was
only open in the warmer months with no insulation or
heating, and so John was considering a pop-up space
for the winter months. It was then that he learned of an
available gallery space at 401 Richmond and came for a
tour. It was a perfect fit, and John signed on immediately.

Operating presentation spaces on either side of the
city aligns with John’s New York art education. His east
end, bare bones coach house came together with an
approach that inspiring art can be shown in the simplest
of rooms. Securing a second, more traditional gallery in
an established arts hub gives John a larger, year-round
gallery amongst a network of exhibition centres.
According to John, “l imprinted on New York galleries;
that was my education. Some—particularly in Brooklyn —
could be rough. And, they could also be posh in other
neighbourhoods. Between the laneway gallery and 401,
| have both.”
gagnecontemporary.com
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IIStlngs December 2025 to Fehruary 2026

The Listings Board is your opportunity to communicate
with other tenants and keep them informed about what’s
happening in your organization. If you are having a sale,
exhibition, or event you would like advertised, email details
to communications@urbanspace.org. Open to all tenants.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: January 15, 2026

GALLERY DIRECTORY

A Space Gallery (Studio 110)
aspacegallery.org

Craft Ontario Gallery (Studio 108)
craftontario.com

Artspace Gallery TMU (Studio LL106)
artspacetmu.com

Critical Distance Centre for Curators (Studio 122)
criticaldistance.ca

Gagné Contemporary (Studio B20)
gagnecontemporary.com

Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography (Studio 120)
gallery44.org

Le Labo (Studio 277)
lelabo.ca

Market Gallery | Offsite (Studio 128)

Metro Studio (Studio 306)
westbaffin.com/metro

Museum of Toronto (Studio LLO1)
museumoftoronto.com

Open Studio (Studio 104)
openstudio.ca

Red Head Gallery (Studio 115)
redheadgallery.org

Simon Bentley Fine Art (Studio 133)
simonbentleyfineart.com

TAG (Tangled Art Gallery) (Studio 124)
tangledarts.org

Trinity Square Video (Studio 121)
trinitysquarevideo.com

Urbanspace Gallery (Studio 117)
urbanspacegallery.ca

YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Studio 140)
yyzartistsoutlet.org

EXHIBITIONS

continues to DECEMBER 6
YYZ Artists’ Outlet
Annie Wong: to hear all the sounds in the world

continues to DECEMBER 17
Urbanspace Gallery
plazaPOPS: Paradise in a Parking Lot

continues to DECEMBER 20
Craft Ontario Gallery
Common Ground: Toronto Potters’ 23rd Biennial

Museum of Toronto
The 52: Stories of Women Who Transformed Toronto

Open Studio
Winter/Edition: Holiday Art Sale & Auction

continues to DECEMBER 31
Metro Studio
2025 Cape Dorset Annual Print Collection

continues to JANUARY 22

Trinity Square Video

Lu Lopez, Danica "Dizzy” Ricamara, Rolla Tahir: Reclaim /
Rebuild / Reimagine

continues to JANUARY 24
Market Gallery | Offsite
SKY & BONE: Realities Unbound

continues to JANUARY 31

Gallery 44

Vitrines Jordan King: Double Negative

Main Gallery Christian Koun Alborz Oldham: Selections from
the Photographic Archive of Kosen Ohtsubo

opens DECEMBER 5
Gagné Contemporary
Winter Parade: Strut, Swagger & Prance

EVENTS

DECEMBER 10 — 14
JAYU Festival of the Arts (Studio 380)
jayu.ca/jfa-2025

FEBRUARY 21

New Music Concerts

Black Box Music

Offsite: Betty Oliphant Theatre, 404 Jarvis St.
newmusicconcerts.com/concert/black-box-music/

Brenda Nieves is part of Craft Ontario’s Common
Ground exhibition (until December 20)



DAHLIA KATZ

Above New Music Concerts presents Black Box Music (February 21)
Below Cape Dorset Annual Print Collection at Metro Studio (until December 31)

PITSIULAQ QIMIRPIK, SHAMAN TRANSFORMATION, 2025




press check

SUMMERWORKS ©

The Globe and Mail checked in on the vibe of SummerWorks
performance festival calling it “grittier and less structured than
its closest counterpart, the Toronto Fringe Festival.” The 2025
edition of SummerWorks presented more than 40 projects
including over 200 artists in theatres, public parks, galleries,
transit hubs, and many spaces between, inspiring curiosity and
conversation. “There’s less of an emphasis on finding Canadian
theatre’s next big hit-the curated festival is meant to be a
playground for artists, with all the messiness such a framing
implies—so there's room for the art to get a little weird.”

MUSICAL STAGE D

Octet—a Crow’s Theatre, The Musical Stage
Company, and Soulpepper co-production—tells the
story of a tech-obsessed support group for eight
internet addicts grappling with everything from
doomscrolling to Candy Crush to conspiracy theories.
“In a theatre landscape where every other musical
seems cobbled together from pre-existing pop songs,
something this original and thought-provoking feels—and
this word comes up a lot in the show—"refreshing,” says
Toronto Star's freelance culture writer Glenn Sumi.

TOROKTOTODAYED

GALLERY: Nuit Blanche takes over Toronto

At SummerWorks Performance
Festival, audiences got down and dirty
with experimental theatre

G RAINBOW RAILROAD

How this Toronto organization is A 2025 Rainbow Railroad report, written about in
helping LGBTQ refugees avoid the the Toronto Star, details that, along with resettling
u.s.

people from nearly 30 countries, they received
13,402 requests for help and supported almost
6,000 queer individuals in 2024. Their efforts include
advocacy via partnerships with local organizations

in other countries and providing information people
need to get help elsewhere. Devon Matthews, Head
of Programs, notes an increase in requests from
younger adults in the U.S. and Argentina, typically
queer-friendly countries.

== mee oL G NUIT BLANCHE AT 401

Fresh to the scene news outlet Toronto Today
made sure to visit 401 Richmond on their

Nuit Blanche travels. They included Canvas
Clash with Rajan Husher by Superkick’d Pro
Wrestling Rock Show with PH1 Studios.

DAHLIA KATZ
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IN MEMORY OF APRIL HICKOX 1955-2025
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April Hickox, from the series Echo, 2010, chromogenic print, 11 x 10 inches




CANADA POSTES

POST CANADA

401 Richmond Street West, Studio 111
Toronto, ON Canada M5V 3A8

www.401richmond.com
RICHMOND 1682129
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