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The 401 Richmond Update is a community-building  

initiative of Urbanspace Property Group. The newsletter  

began in June 1994 and over the years has documented  

the eclectic activities and fascinating people who make  

a home in our historic factory in downtown Toronto.

If you would like to be added to the 401 Update  

mailing list, please email: UPDATE@urbanspace.org.
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Rob Nicholls performs with music and projections at Nuit Blanche 2022. 
See Spotted & Applauded for more images.

MOVING ON
401 wishes Catherine Lathwell the best 

after she made the difficult decision to 

close The Roastery Coffee House. We 

also say good bye to Paddle HR who are 

moving from their 3rd floor studio. And a 

fond farewell to artist Candida Girling 

who is leaving her lower-level space.

MOVING IN
Please welcome Simon Bentley Fine Art 
in Studio 133, specializing in the sale of 

Canadian painting and sculpture from the 

1960s through to the 1980s. 

Nour Bishouty, a multidisciplinary 

artist working in a range of media 

including works on paper, digital images, 

sculpture, video, and writing, joins the 

401 artist community in Studio 252.

MOVING AROUND
Illustrators Yarek Waszul and Suharu 
Ogawa moved from Studio 252 to a 

larger space in Studio 218.

Sign up for bi-monthly What’s On updates 

to your inbox at www.401richmond.com.
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LANA YUAN WINS 401 
CAREER LAUNCHER PRIZE
Congratulations to Lana Yuan for becoming the 2022 

recipient of the 401 Career Launcher Prize. Awarded 

annually, the prize provides an exceptional opportunity to 

occupy a 500 square foot studio for one full year as a way 

of providing support for research and experimentation at 

a critical time in an emerging artist’s career. Lana Yuan is 

a kinetic sculptor and installation artist whose practice is 

driven by a demonstrated contemplation of accelerated 

consumerism and a mechanistic society. “I look forward 

to becoming part of a community where I can learn from 

my peers while at the same time contributing to a place 

that means so much to the arts in Toronto and beyond,” 

says Lana.

RON THOM BOOK LAUNCH
Swipe Design | Books + Objects hosted author

Adele Weder for the launch of her book Ron Thom, 

Architect chronicling the life and career of the 

celebrated Canadian architect known for his modernist 

designs including Massey Hall at the University of 

Toronto, and The Toronto Zoo.

news

HERITAGE TORONTO AWARDS
The 2022 Heritage Toronto Awards were held on 

October 17 and of the six awards given throughout the 

evening, 2 went to members of the 401 community. 

Myseum of Toronto received a Public History Award 

for Derailed: The History of Black Railway Porters in 

Canada, a digital multimedia exhibition that captures the 

lived experiences of the Black railway porters and their 

often under-told narrative, through the use of theatrical 

performances, interviews, mediascapes, and archival 

content. The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario 

won a Heritage Planning and Architecture Award for 

their work on revitalizing the Oculus Pavilion in Toronto’s 

west end. And Spacing Media was one of the nominess 

for the Heritage Book Award for Packaged Toronto, 

written by Alexandra Avdichuk, Wayne Reeves, and 

Spacing magazine editor Matthew Blackett. 

Congratulations to all.

VIBE ARTS APPLAUDED
Charity Village named  

VIBE Arts as a finalist in  

the category for Best  

Youth Engagement for  

an organization with less than 

20 staff for providing a variety of 

free, accessible arts programs 

for children and youth.

Lana Yuan
Oculus Pavilion restoration by 
The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario

Adele Weder
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spotted & applauded

NUIT BLANCHE@ 401 RICHMOND
October 1, 2022, 7pm until 7am

Toronto’s all-night celebration of contemporary art, returned 

this fall after a two-year hiatus. Throughout the 12-hour event 

401 overflowed with dynamic and interactive exhibitions, 

installations and performances. Two floors of creative 

exploration offered a unique experience highlighting 

a diversity of cultural practice showcased in 401.
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tenant profile

ANTHONY TRASK Studio 427  

One might be surprised to learn that Anthony Trask’s 

lifelong passion for calligraphy and alphabetology arose 

from a failing grade in handwriting as a child in the 

1960s. As a schoolteacher, Anthony’s mother took it 

upon herself to teach him formal handwriting with the 

help of professional manuals. He noticed that the script 

his mother taught him was slightly different than what he 

was being taught in school and realized that there were 

many ways of writing. Anthony recalls, “When I’m doing 

calligraphy, I go back to my junior school years. Those 

basic forms I learned are engraved on the other side of 

my brain.”

     After grade school Anthony headed to Concordia 

University in Montréal to focus on science. When that 

didn’t hold his interest, he transferred to Acadia 

University in Nova Scotia and switched to arts and yet, 

Anthony still didn’t feel it was the right fit or that he had 

found his passion. Eventually, he took courses at the 

Nova Scotia College of Art & Design – now known as 

NSCAD University – and studied graphic art, including 

calligraphy. His instructor took the class through the 

history of typography, noting the shifts in how letters 

were made as time moved forward. Anthony asked why 

letters would change over time and what spurred the 

differences but was left feeling frustrated when his 

instructor didn’t have the answers, and so he started his 

own research. Anthony had finally found his passion for 

exploring the alphabet and all the connections he saw 

expanding from it.

     Anthony embraced the booming interest in astrology 

in the 1960s and discovered varying dates for his 

astrological sign depending on which source he consulted. 

As he researched why, he started to realize that there were 

links between the alphabet and celestial constellations. 

The overlapping and intermingling of his interest in 

calligraphy, alphabetology and astrology had begun.

     Anthony moved to Toronto in the early 1980s, took 

sign painting at George Brown College, and started 

work at a computer photo-typesetting company. Before 

personal home computers, that job required inputting 

typesetting code into a computer without seeing what 

the result would look like. Printing a proof was closer to 

a time-consuming and costly photographic process with 

chemicals rather than simply pushing ‘print’ on a printer. 

Mistakes were costly and Anthony learned to be precise 

and exact. As personal computers became more 

accessible, Anthony applied his graphic arts experience 

to produce business forms, branding, and presentations 

for small business contacts. 

In the last half of the 1990s, Anthony was doing more 

and more graphic work and needed a studio outside of 

his home. His circle of associates suggested that 
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401 Richmond might be a good fit, and he pursued it. 

Before long, he was operating as Loft Art, sharing space 

on the fourth floor with Leslie Preboy and William 

Brown of Gwendolyne Hats. Anthony quickly became 

close to the couple running the custom hat boutique 

space and in addition to hiring him for graphic design 

work, they introduced him to the 401 community. Before 

long, Anthony discovered that he had found a place 

where he finally felt like he belonged: “For so long, I 

never fit in anywhere. It was only when I came to 401 that 

I didn’t feel like I was the weirdo in the room. It was like 

we were all weird together, and it works.”

     Eventually, when Gwendolyne Hats moved out of 

401, the 401 team worked with Anthony to parcel off the 

same space in the same spot on the fourth floor creating 

a private studio and he began operating from that space 

as Anthony Trask Graphic Studio. For Anthony, being 

in 401 went farther than a connected micro-community. 

As visitors to the building happen upon his open studio 

door, he meets people from all walks of life. His small but 

organized studio is teeming with books and graphic work 

focused on calligraphy, alphabetology and astrology. 

Speaking with Torontonians and tourists from all over the 

world, Anthony expands his knowledge of international 

alphabets and scripts, finding links from one letter in one 

culture to one in another based on a historical tie teased 

out in the conversation. Anthony collects emails and 

friends and regularly reaches out to ask questions about 

their language and letters as he comes across overlaps 

or cross-cultural connections.

     In addition to the graphic work he’s hired for (including 

formal announcements, certificates, cards, custom graphic 

presentations of perhaps a favourite poem or a client’s 

loved one’s name for gifting), Anthony is also contracted 

for private tutoring. Often someone is struggling with 

mastering a certain technique or brush stroke. They spend 

an hour or two with Anthony and then head out with his 

instruction sheet to practice on their own. 

     Anthony looks around his studio and seems surprised 

at what he’s accomplished during his time at 401 thus 

far, “After 22 years you’d think I’d have a lot to show, and 

then I turn around and realize I do; a lot of stuff.” Every 

inch of Anthony’s fourth floor studio houses graphic art 

he’s created and bookshelves full of tomes covering all 

his interests, including the original handwriting manuals 

his mother sat him down with all those years ago. “My 

mother is a big influence in my life and is still doing really 

well at 96. I know she’s going to end up reading this, so I 

have to keep that in mind.”

@calligraphyhead

Above: A sign (Plan Ahead) hanging in Anthony’s 
studio made when he was 16 years old. 
Other: A variety of calligraphic works from Anthony’s 
instagram feed @calligraphyhead.
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listings December 2022 to February 2023

The Listings Board is your opportunity to communicate 
with other tenants and keep them informed about what is 
happening in your organization. If you are having a sale, 
exhibition, or event you would like advertised, email details 
to communications@urbanspace.org. Open to all tenants.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: January 15, 2023  

GALLERY DIRECTORY 

A Space Gallery (Studio 110)
416-979-9633 www.aspacegallery.org

Abbozzo Gallery (Studio 128)
416-260-2220 www.abbozzogallery.com 

Artspace Gallery TMU  (Studio LL106)
ryersonartspace@gmail.com 

www.artspacetmu.com

Critical Distance Centre for Curators (Studio 122)
info@criticaldistance.ca www.criticaldistance.ca 

Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography (Studio 120) 
416-979-3941 www.gallery44.org 

Myseum of Toronto (Studio LL01) 
416-583-2030 www.mysuemoftoronto.com

Open Studio (Studio 104) 
416-504-8238 www.openstudio.ca

Red Head Gallery (Studio 115)

TAG (Tangled Art Gallery) (Studio 124) 
647-725-5064 www.tangledarts.org

Trinity Square Video (Studio 121)
416-593-1332 www.trinitysquarevideo.com

Urbanspace Gallery (Studio 117)
416-595-5900 www.urbanspacegallery.ca

yumart Gallery (Studio B-20)
647-447-9274 www.yumart.ca

YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Studio 140)
416-598-4546 www.yyzartistsoutlet.org

EXHIBITIONS

continues to DECEMBER 10
Gallery 44 
Vitrines
Nic Wilson: Pavilion of Shadows

Members’ Gallery
Alexandra Majerus, Stephanie Power: The Landscape Within

Main Space
Elizabeth M. Webb: A Bearing Tree is a Witness

continues to December 17
yumart gallery
10th Annual Holiday Salon

YYZ Artists’ Outlet
Susan Rowe Harrison: Weather Report

Shelley Niro: Calling Through the Trees

Asma Sultana: Words Have Wings

continues to December 17
A Space Gallery Online
Studio Practices: Commissioned Artist Videos for the Online 

Screen Space  Curated by Vicky Moufawad-Paul. 

Artists: Jim Miller, Jason Baerg, Carole Conde and Karl 

Beveridge, Jorge Lozano, MORTIFIED (Jenn Goodwin and 

Camilla Singh), Winnie Truong, Shaheer Zazai

continues to DECEMBER 23
Myseum of Toronto
36 Questions That Lead to Loving Toronto

continues to DECEMBER 24
Urbanspace Gallery
The Department of Imaginary Affairs: What If Parks Were Safe 

For Everyone?

continues to FEBRUARY 25
A Space Gallery
Practice as Ritual / Ritual as Practice 

Curated by Andrea Fatona. Artists: Buseje Bailey, Marie Booker, 

Claire Carew, Grace Channer, DZI..AN, Khadejha McCall, 

Mosa McNeilly, Chloe Onari, Barbara Prézeau Stephenson, 

Winsom Winsom

JANUARY 12 – MARCH 25 
Urbanspace Gallery
Kenojuak Ashevak: Life and Legacy

DECEMBER 2 – JANUARY 14
Abbozzo Gallery
Duane Nickerson: Closer

JANUARY 6 – FEBRUARY 4
Gallery 44 
Main Space
Christina Battle: The Air We Breathe

Vitrines
Jeff Meldrum: Art for Animals

Production Gallery
Emma Juliette Sherland, hal october, Marzieh Miri: A True 

Reflection

JANUARY 20 – FEBRUARY 28
Abbozzo Gallery
Gallery Artists Group Exhibition

EVENTS

DECEMBER 2
Artspace Gallery TMU
The Creative Market

DECEMBER 15
401 Holiday Open House
401 Richmond
Time: 5 – 8 pm

DECEMBER 8 – 22
Open Studio
A/P Holiday Fundraiser

Opening: December 8, 5 – 9 pm
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401 OPEN HOUSE IS BACK 
December 15 from 5 to 8 pm

Spend an evening at 401 Richmond for your 

holiday shopping needs with 15 galleries, 

2 shops, and a licensed café over two floors. 

Artworks, objects, books, bags, toys, clothing, 

cards and more will be on offer in the warm 

ambiance of our heritage building. Come 

with friends and family, enjoy live music 

with a beverage and snack, and finish your 

holiday shopping while taking in the many 

works of art on display throughout the building.

Above: Jeff Meldrum in Gallery 44 Vitrines (January 6–February 4)  
Below: A work by Khadejha McCall, one of the artists in Practice 

as Ritual / Ritual as Practice at A Space Gallery (until February 25)
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press check

PARK PEOPLE

The Toronto Star took notice of the 2022 edition 

of Park People’s Canadian City Parks Report. 
The annual report sheds light on current trends, 

opportunities, and challenges, and recommends 

adopting a human-centred design to bring people 

together in Canadian city parks.

SPACING  
Spacing magazine editor Matthew Blackett 

was interviewed by the Toronto Star about 

the poor condition of many of Toronto’s 

9,000+ public waste receptacles stating that 

this type of infrastructure is a “basic, simple 

amenity that the city should be providing” and 

ensuring it meets citizens’ needs.

 WINNIE TRUONG
Third floor artist Winnie Truong was featured 

in The Kit, a female-focused publication that 

highlighted how Winnie’s works depict female 

environments free of the male gaze.

JACKNIFE
The Advertising & Design Club of Canada’s 

most recent Created podcast about brilliant 

advertising and design ideas, spoke with fellow 

401 building mate, co-founder of Jacknife design 

studio, Mikey Richardson. Mikey talks design 

language for YTV, how they won the pitch with 

a garbage bag of ideas, and how he and partner 

Mike Kelar launched a studio right out of OCADU 

that is still going strong 26 years later at 401.
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the back page

ANTHONY TRASK Studio 427 @calligraphyhead 
Art is a language; I choose the Alphabet as form for expression. 
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