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Robert Fones (left) is the subject of this month’s Tenant Profile.

MOVING IN
401 is pleased to welcome Myseum of 
Toronto to the concourse level in Studio 
LL01, as they continue to offer programs 

and experiences that showcase the 

history, spaces, culture(s), architecture, 

and the people, that represent Toronto’s 

unique place in the world.

Please help us welcome Cycle Toronto, 

a member-supported charity that works 

to make Toronto a healthy, safe and 

vibrant cycling city, as they move into 

Studio 215. 

MOVING AROUND 
Stinson: The Presentation Agency is 

expanding their footprint into Studio 205, 

and JAYU is moving from the second into 

a larger space, Studio 380, on the third.

MOVING ON 
401 wishes Windmill Development 
Group well as they leave Studio 236  

to a new home to continue to prioritize 

innovations to create healthy, high-

performance green buildings and 

communities. 

CIR|VIS, a consulting group working to 

improve guest experiences and staff 

productivity in the travel, tourism and 

hospitality sector, is moving on from 

Studio 258. 

401 says goodbye to Prefix Institute 
of Contemporary Art and Prefix 
Photo, a public art gallery and arts 

publishing house fostering appreciation 

and understanding of contemporary 

photographic, media and digital arts, as 

they leave Studio 124 on the first floor.

It is with a heavy heart that 401 bids 

farewell to Good Gorilla after five years 

of co-working community building in 

Studio LL01 in 401’s concourse. 

Sign up for bi-monthly What’s On updates 

to your inbox at www.401richmond.com.
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CAREER LAUNCHER PRIZE 
CELEBRATION
The fall season marks the changing of the guard in 

401’s Career Launcher Prize studio. On July 15, 401 

hosted an online event to celebrate the 401 Richmond 

Career Launcher Prize. It featured a studio tour with 

2020 recipient Emily DiCarlo; a panel discussion 

moderated by William Huffman (with Emily, Mia 

Nielsen, Art Toronto, Director; Onika Powell, VIBE 

Arts, Artistic Director; and Nadine Villasin Feldman, 

Myseum of Toronto, Director of Programming); and 

the 2021 Career Launcher Prize recipient announcement 

of Steven K. Tucker.

401 ANNIVERSARIES
2021 marks the Toronto Outdoor Art Fair’s 60th 

anniversary–Canada’s largest and longest-running 

outdoor art fair. This year’s fair in July was larger than 

ever, with over 400 talented artists from across Canada. 

Also celebrating milestone anniversaries: This Magazine 

is 55, Trinity Square Video is 50, Toronto Reel Asian 

International Film Festival is 25, Le Labo is 15, and 

Park People is 10! Congratulations, all!

news

ONTARIO COMMUNITY 
CHANGEMAKERS
8 80 Cities announces a new Ontario-based leadership 

and microgrant program to support residents aged 19–

35 with innovative ideas to create more equitable, 

healthy, and engaged communities. The Ontario 

Community Changemakers program provides seed 

funding and training to young residents with innovative 

ideas to improve their communities. The program’s 

mission is to elevate the voices of new and emerging 

civic leaders in communities across Ontario to inspire 

and enact change.  Ontario Community Changemakers 

strives to create a launchpad and network for young civic 

innovators and public space advocates that reflect the 

diversity of people and geography of Ontario.

OLD BUILDINGS, NEW VISION: 
SEEING THE FUTURE AT 401
401 hosted a panel discussion on the arts hub’s current 

trajectory into a new future of accessible cultural 

programming, considering the forced need of online 

community in a pandemic, and the resulting benefits of a 

hyper-connected creative sector. Moderated by William 

Huffman and including guest speaker Patrick Tobin, 

Director, Arts & Culture Services for the City of 

Toronto, the panel included: Chris Chin, Operations & 

Festival Manager, Toronto Reel Asian International 

Film Festival; Simone Carpio, Board Member, Tangled 

Art + Disability; and Todd Hofley, Property Relations 

for Beanfield Metroconnect. 

Clockwise from top left William Huffman, Emily DiCarlo, Mia 
Nielsen, Onika Powell and Nadine Villasin Feldman

Clockwise from top left William Huffman, Patrick Tobin, Todd 
Hofley, Simone Carpio and Chris Chin
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After 26 years it is time to say goodbye to my work 

home—Studio 251. 

It was 1995 when first I sauntered in. The yellow and 

red blasted bricks joined the massive Douglas Fir beams 

creating a warmth that is devoid in most workspaces. The 

floors creaked in certain spots. The windows opened 

wide to add a breeze. “This is perfect!,” I thought as I 

moved into the 1500 square foot space place, solo. “It 

will fill up,” I hoped. 

It did. And in so many wonderful ways.

Toronto’s Spadina King/Queen corridor was known 

as “the fashion district” back then. I could feel it 

accelerating from day one. The best lunch menus within 

a 10 block radius anywhere. The centre of all new and 

exciting in Toronto. As everything morphed around me, 

this studio was home. Two and a half decades of 

thoughts and ideas, friendships, and collaborations.

Decode was founded here. Youthful Cities was 

founded here. My boys went to the best daycare around 

–Studio 123–and built a foundation here. More than a 

hundred people worked here with me over the years– 

some born after 1995. 

This place made sense. The stable door added 

flavour. So many connections in that boardroom. The 

wood and steel gave off a calming scent. Sometimes, 

during brainstorming sessions, I would lean back against 

the wall and run fingers along the rough bricks to feel the 

texture. And then there were the footsteps heard above 

releasing the hundred-year-old dust with all the stories of 

years gone by. 

And to 401 Richmond Street West, I say Bravo! You 

took the time to preserve time. This old tin factory clanks 

to a different rhythm than the vacuous concrete and glass 

structures around you. Wider hallways with beautiful 

antique doors at each 

end. A vibrant creative 

community lifting all of us. 

Absolutely one-of-a-kind. 

Oh, and kind. The people 

in these other work 

homes are so very kind. 

The vast majority of 

the people who graced 

this space were young 

people. For them 

working from home is 

often not an option or 

desirable. They are in their most social years, clamoring 

for the connections that will serve them in work and life. 

When the world does open up again, let’s make sure 

GenZ is at the boardroom table with an equal voice 

about how to come back to work and workspaces that 

feel like Studio 251.

There is much more to come for me and my ventures, 

but right now I want to celebrate what was made here. 

My gratitude runs deep and wide.

401 RICHMOND STORIES: ROBERT BARNARD, DECODE & 
YOUTHFUL CITIES By Robert Barnard (first published May 2021 on LinkedIn.com)

In June 2021 in his 92nd year, Murray Laufer passed 

away surrounded by his family. Murray moved into his 

401 Richmond studio in 1998, and quickly became a 

valued member of the community. Graduating from the 

Ontario College of Art in 1952, Murray went on to 

design theatre productions for the Stratford Festival, 

the Shaw Festival and the Canadian Opera 

Company. His designs represented Canada at Expo 

’70 in Japan, and his paintings reside in the permanent 

collection of the Art Gallery of Ontario. Murray’s 

gentle manner and quiet wisdom were experienced 

and appreciated by all his 401 neighbours and 

colleagues. Murray will be greatly missed and fondly 

remembered. See The Back Page for an image of 

Murray working on set designs in 1972.

MURRAY LAUFER 1929–2021
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tenant profile

ROBERT FONES Studio 255   

Growing up in London, Ontario, Robert Fones’ current 

art practice began to take shape at a very young age. 

Spending time working alongside his father in his home 

carpentry workshop, and beside his mother making 

quilts, Robert learned to appreciate the time and 

attention required to work methodically through a 

complex project. His parents encouraged his natural 

talents, giving him sketchbooks and a series of 

instructional drawing manuals. 

Influenced by both elementary and secondary 

English teachers, Robert became interested in satire at a 

young age, and began to produce plays, poems, stories 

and cartoons that spoofed what he was learning in his 

classes. Robert planned to become a cartoonist, and 

even published a few cartoons in his secondary school 

magazine. His mother enrolled him in classes at the end 

of elementary school with the influential albeit short-lived 

Artists’ Workshop, but it was when a secondary teacher 

recommended him for Saturday morning art classes 

organized by the city’s public library and museum at  

H.B. Beal Secondary School that he received 

instruction by London’s renowned artist, Greg Curnoe.

Robert found that he and Greg were interested in 

many the same things, comics, typography, popular 

culture, and local history. “I started dropping into his 

studio to visit him after classes were over. He introduced 

me to other artists in London, and was very encouraging 

and supportive,” Robert recalls. Greg also introduced 

Robert to 20/20 Gallery, an influential artists’ cooperative 

gallery that operated 1966–70 in London, which proved 

to be a broader introduction to the exploding and electric 

art scene in London, Ontario in the 1960s. Spending 

time in galleries, and Greg and other artists’ studios, 

Robert remembers thinking “Wow, this is what I want to 

do. That’s how I got into my life as an artist.”

In 1968 at the age of 19, and with the guidance of 

Greg to successfully secure his first Canada Council of 

the Arts grant, Robert rented his first studio on Dundas 

Street in London, Ontario. The following spring, Robert 

presented his first solo exhibition at 20/20 Gallery, and 

that summer produced his first art book at Coach House 

Press, Kollages, in an edition of 300. Kollages is the 

first art book of six that Robert will produce over the next 

30 years. Robert continues to exhibit and in 1974 has 

JO
N

A
T

H
A

N
 B

IE
L

A
S

K
I



5

three solo exhibitions at Carmen Lamanna Gallery, A 

Space Gallery, and at London’s Forest City Gallery that 

Robert founded the previous year with Murray Favro, 

David Gordon and Kerry Ferris. It is also in 1974, that 

Robert makes the move to Toronto following his 

foundational upbringing in London.

Robert continued to show at Carmen Lamanna 

Gallery and other spaces throughout the 1980s, and 

was lauded with a 10 year retrospective exhibition at the 

Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery in 1989 which 

was soon followed by a survey exhibition organized and 

circulated by the Art Gallery of Ontario to regional 

galleries across the province. After the Carmen Lamanna 

Gallery closed in 1991, Robert began a decade of 

exhibiting at the S.L. Simpson Gallery and eventually 

joined the roster of artists at Olga Korper Gallery in 

2000. It was in that same year, that Robert took over a 

studio being vacated by his good friend A.A. Bronson of 

the collective General Idea, located at the back of Art 

Metropole, then at 788 King Street West.

Over the next 15+ years, Robert was forced to move 

studios several times as buildings were purchased and 

redeveloped. It was in 2017 that Robert secured a studio 

on the 2nd floor of 401 Richmond. On working in the 

space, “I find the building very tranquil. I have a great 

sense of peace and calm when I’m there.” Robert was 

energized by the coordinated efforts of the 401 tenant 

community to work through the issue of sky-rocketing 

property tax at the time that he moved into the building. 

“That sense of what a community can accomplish is 

valuable to me,” Robert reflects.

On making art during a pandemic, “art is a social 

activity; eventually you want to show it and share it with 

other people and get their reactions. So, the fact that 

that’s been eliminated from the equation has made it 

harder for me to be motivated to make art.” Robert has 

kept busy with other projects including a book on his 

Bevelled Painting series with Coach House Press, 

originally exhibited at Olga Korper Gallery in 2000. 

Robert is also working on another book project about his 

father and his carpentry career, circling back to his roots 

and early inspirations.

www.robertfones.com

Clockwise from top left 
Installation shot of an 
exhibition with fellow 

artists Ian Carr-Harris, 
Tony Cooper and Colette 

Whitten from 1972;
Exhibition invite from a 

1981 show at Carmen 
Lamanna Gallery (John 

Scott was also one of the 
featured artists); Robert 
talking to participants at  

the 401 Richmond Holiday 
Open House in 2019

Opposite page 
Robert Fones in front 

of his work entitled 
Leviathan 1.
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spotted & applauded

COMMUNITY SERVICE TO THE ENVIRONMENT AWARD-
ED TO DAVE HARVEY AND PARK PEOPLE

Dave Harvey and Park People received The Ontario Association 
of Landscape Architects Award for Community Service to the 
Environment in recognition of and encouragement for special or unusual 

contributions for sensitive, sustainable design solutions leading to the 

improvement of environmental health, community livability and human use 

of the environment. Founded by Dave Harvey in 2011, Park People plays 

an important advocacy role in keeping the environment and park and open 

space at the forefront of planning and design initiatives in Ontario.
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 SPACING’S CREATIVE 
DIRECTOR MATT BLACKETT 
participated in the StART program 

by painting a road barrier along 

the Richmond Street West cycle 

track. The City of Toronto’s StART 

program has been successful in 

reducing graffiti vandalism and 

replacing it with vibrant, colourful, 

community-engaged street art. 

401 TENANTS GARNER PRAISE AT 
THE NATIONAL MAGAZINE AWARDS 
The National Media Awards Foundation show-

cased the most impactful work published in 

Canadian periodicals in 2020 at the 2021 

National Magazine Awards Winners Celebration 

hosted by Sandra E. Martin and live-streamed 

on their website. C Magazine won Gold in the 

Best Magazine: Art, Literatury & Culture category 

and Honourable Mention in the Magazine Grand 

Prix category. This Magazine received Honour-

able Mentions for What’s In A Name? by Minelle 
Mahtani (Personal Journalism) and Split Ends 

by Aliya Ghare ( Illustration). Spacing received 

an Honourable Mention for Cover Design for 

it’s Spring 2020/Issue #53 and Gracia Lam 

received an Honorable Mention for her illustration 

for Broadview. 

spotted & applauded
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CANADALAND & SPACING TAKE HOME PODCAST AWARDS
The National Media Awards Foundation revealed the winners of the 2021 
Digital Publishing Awards in a virtual ceremony hosted by Erica Lenti and 

live-streamed on their website. Canadaland won Gold in the Best Podcast/

Arts & Culture category and Honourable Mentions for News & Politics and 

Best News Coverage as well as General Excellence in Digital Publishing 

(Small). Spacing Radio was also recognized with an Honourable Mention in 

the News & Politics category.  

ANNA GABY-TROTZ JOINS 
STUDENTS ON ICE PANEL
The Students On Ice Foundation 

inspires and empowers leadership for 

a sustainable future by connecting 

youth to nature, knowledge, people, 

and resources to make a difference. 

Open Studio’s Technical Director, 

Anna Gaby-Trotz shared her experi-

ences navigating her career sector as 

a member of the LGBTQ+ community 

and the importance of inclusivity.

TOAF & HENDERSON 
BREWING COMPANY COLLAB

For the sixth year in a row, Henderson 
Brewing Company teamed up with 

the Toronto Outdoor Art Fair (TOAF) 

to showcase the work of emerging 

artists. This year, the art meets alcohol 

collaboration featured the work of 

artist Varvara Nedilska (TOAF’s 

2020 Best of Student Award winner) 

on the label on their limited release 

beer The Radicle Red IPA.

PETER HARRIS’ ART IMITATES LIFE
Artist Peter Harris hastily drove his mother back 

from Florida before the border closed and found 

multiple landscapes that he’d laid on canvas right 

before his eyes. “I wanted to give viewers the op-

portunity to imagine themselves in [a] space alone. 

Now, as I waited to board my flight, I didn’t have to 

imagine this scenario; it was in front of me.”
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listings September to November 2021

The Listings Board is your opportunity to communicate 
with other tenants and keep them informed about what is 
happening in your organization. If you are having a sale, 
exhibition, or event you would like advertised, email details 
to events@urbanspace.org. Listings are open to all tenants.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: Friday, October 15, 2021  

GALLERY DIRECTORY 

A Space Gallery (Studio 110)
416-979-9633 www.aspacegallery.org

Abbozzo Gallery (Studio 128)
416-260-2220 www.abbozzogallery.com 

Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography (Studio 120) 
416-979-3941 www.gallery44.org 

Open Studio (Studio 104) 
416-504-8238 www.openstudio.ca

Prefix Institute of Contemporary Art (Studio 124) 
416-591-0357 www.prefix.ca

Red Head Gallery (Studio 115)
416-504-5654 www.redheadgallery.org

Ryerson Artspace (Studio B-106)
ryersonartspace@gmail.com 

www.ryersonartspace.com

TAG (Tangled Art Gallery) (Studio 122) 
647-725-5064 www.tangledarts.org

Trinity Square Video (Studio 121)
416-593-1332 www.trinitysquarevideo.com

Urbanspace Gallery (Studio 117)
416-595-5900 www.urbanspacegallery.ca

yumart Gallery (Studio B-20)
647-447-9274 www.yumart.ca

YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Studio 140)
416-598-4546 www.yyzartistsoutlet.org

EXHIBITIONS
ongoing
URBANSPACE GALLERY
Max Allen: SMALL 101

ongoing
Open Studio
StreetARToronto Vinyl-wrapped traffic signal control cabinets

Public art installation, various locations downtown Toronto

continues to OCTOBER 23
Open Studio 
Main Gallery
Sadko Hadzihasanovic and Libby Hague: Over the Horizon

Project Space
Philippe Blanchard: Interference Patterns

Feature Wall
Carlina Chen: Overlook

Gallery 44 Production Gallery
Vik Dragojevic: No Costume is No Costume

continues to DECEMBER 31
A Space Gallery
Studio Practices—Commissioned Artist Videos for the Online 

Screen Space: Jim Miller, Jason Baerg, Carole Conde and Karl 

Beveridge, Jorge Lozano, MORTIFIED (Jenn Goodwin and 

Camilla Singh), Winnie Truong, Shaheer Zazai

Curated by Vicky Moufawad-Paul

SEPTEMBER 10 – OCTOBER 23
Gallery 44 Main Gallery
Isabel Okoro, Timothy Yanick Hunter: Is Love a Synonym for 

Abolition?

OCTOBER 9 – 30
yumart gallery
Alice Burton

OCTOBER 29 – DECEMBER 11
Gallery 44 Main Gallery
Shirin Fathi, Shohreh Golazad, Karishma Pranjivan, Xan Shian: 

Proof 27

NOVEMBER 6 - 27
yumart gallery
Kathryn Bemrose

FESTIVALS
OCTOBER 19 – 24
imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival online

NOVEMBER
Toronto Reel Asian International Film Festival

Vuk Dragojevic at Gallery 44 Production Gallery 
until October 23.
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