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The 401 Richmond Update is a community-building  

initiative of Urbanspace Property Group. The newsletter  

began in June 1994 and over the years has documented  

the eclectic activities and fascinating people who make  

a home in our historic factory in downtown Toronto.

If you would like to be added to the 401 Update  

mailing list, please email: UPDATE@urbanspace.org

Printed on Rolland Enviro 100.
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Margaret Zeidler, Founder 
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Published by: 

Urbanspace Property Group

401 Richmond St. W., Studio 111

Toronto, ON Canada M5V 3A8

tel 416-595-5900 fax 416-595-5904

www.40 1richmond.com

COVER IMAGE
  Sean Brathwaite and Deanna Bowlby 

explore what happens inside the 
Contemporary Textile Studio Cooperative 

during the 2019 edition of 401’s 
Holiday Open House. 
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Desert Fish Studios (see Tenant Profile)

MOVING UP/DOWN
It was a busy fall with tenants 
shifting spaces within the building as 
organizations change and evolve. PEN 
Canada has moved to Studio 244, 
Ricarda’s to Studio 256, and Wildlands 
League is moving their headquarters 
down the hall to Studio 371. 8 80 Cities 
has made the move next door to Studio 
365 joining Paddle HR, an AI-powered 
talent mobility and career growth platform.

MOVING 1N
Please help us welcome new 401 
community members Made by Emblem 
in Studio 209, a design firm creating 
custom content, starting from strategy 
and development, to production and 
execution. Shanik Tanna, working in 
videography and brand design, has taken 
over Studio 205. New Horizons Media, 
a video production and content creation 
company, is moving into Studio 203, and 
Black Current Marketing, a marketing 
and communications firm, is joining 401 
in Studio 361.

MOVING ON 
401 says good-bye to valued tenants 
Rafuse Consulting in Studio 244, Meal 
Exchange in Studio 365, the Stratford 
Festival sponsorship office in Studio 
203, and designer Lianne Coté in 
Studio 361. You will be missed!

Sign up for bi-monthly What’s On updates 
to your inbox at www.401richmond.com
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PROVINCIAL FUNDING FOR 
IMAGINENATIVE & REEL ASIAN
Speaking from 401’s rooftop, Ontario Minister of 

Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries, Lisa 

MacLeod, announced the investment of nearly $1.3M 

via Ontario Creates to help bring Canadian film, TV and 

digital content to audiences around the world. 

imagineNATIVE and Toronto Reel Asian International 

Film Festival will receive support to access new global 

markets and showcase the work of Indigenous and East, 

South and Southeast Asian filmmakers and artists in 

Canada to new audiences.

PREFIX PRIZE ANNOUNCED
Presented in partnership with the Scotiabank CONTACT 

Photography Festival and Underline Studio, the 

inaugural Prefix Prize will be launched in May 2021 in 

celebration of the twentieth anniversary of Prefix ICA 

and the twenty-fifth anniversary of CONTACT. The prize, 

to be awarded annually to a professional photographic 

artist of any nationality consists of a $2,000 cash prize,  

a published portfolio, and an exhibition presented in the 

surround gallery at Prefix ICA for CONTACT 2021. 

401 ELIGIBILE FOR 2020 
PROPERTY TAX SUBCLASS
After submitting an extensive application for the 3rd year 

in a row, in July 2020, 401 Richmond was again one of 

five properties in the City approved for the Creative 

Co-Location Facilities Property Tax Sub-class under 

the Tenant Based Model.  

To qualify as a creative co-location facility, buildings 

must meet a number of conditions, including offering 

significantly below market rent, a minimum 51% of the 

tenants must be Creative Enterprises occupying at least 

51% of the space in the building, and the property must 

offer at least 12 cultural programs free of charge to the 

Public in each calendar year.  The property owner must 

news
also provide tenants with certain benefits such as 

coordinated public programming and shared marketing 

initiatives.  Our participation in events such as Doors 

Open, Art Hunt, Nuit Blanche and the Holiday Open 

House are key to remaining eligible for the program. 

The City has recognized the challenges of COVID-19 

and exempted 401 from hosting those events for 2020. 

We are, nonetheless, happy to see our application 

efforts rewarded to the benefit of all!

CECRA
The federal government’s Canada Emergency 

Commercial Rent Assistance program provided relief 

for small businesses experiencing financial hardship due 

to COVID-19 by helping commercial tenants with rent 

relief. Although many commercial landlords across the 

country refused to participate, often due to the onerous 

application process, 401 Richmond was part of the 

20% of landlords who did apply on behalf of 46 tenants 

in the building.  

We concede that it was a cumbersome process and 

that many businesses that desperately needed help were 

excluded from the relief based on the federal eligibility 

requirements.  We are pleased to see that the new rent 

relief program, announced October 1st, recognizes that 

relief should not be dependent on a landlord’s 

willingness to participate in the program and that tenants 

will be able to apply directly for the assistance. We hope 

this change will significantly reduce the number of 

businesses denied access. We continue to monitor all 

channels for assistance available to 401 tenants and to 

share that information by email as soon as it’s received. 

401 HOLIDAY SHOPPING
Start and finish your holiday shopping under one roof at 

401. Enter through the north east entrance and check 

out Spacing Store for Toronto-centric, locally sourced 

items, followed by Swipe Design | Books + Objects, 

an independent books store with an extensive offering  

of design-focused goods for adults and kids. Across the 

hall, yumart gallery hosts their annual Holiday Salon 

featuring artwork as gifts by gallery and invited artists. 

Don’t miss Open Studio’s artist multiples shop just 

upstairs, selling unique jewelry, linens and affordable art.
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In 1997, less than a year after the release of the cult 

classic, Waiting For Guffman, Eugene Levy signed a 

lease for Studio 206 for office space at 401 Richmond. 

The movie was one of the first times Eugene and the movie’s 

director Christopher Guest collaborated together, winning 

them Best Screenplay at the Independent Spirit 

Awards, received while he worked here in the space. 

Eugene and Christopher would go on to write more hit 

movies together including A Mighty Wind in 2000, and 

Best In Show in 2003, quite likely developed while 

working in his studio here in 1997 and 1998. 

Born in Hamilton in 1946, Eugene stayed in the city to 

attend school at McMaster University in the late 1960’s, 

where he met future colleagues Martin Short and Dave  

Thomas. The three enjoyed their first career success 

acting in the surprise hit musical Godspell running 1972 

through 1973 at the Royal Alexandra Theatre in Toronto, 

along with Andrea Martin, Gilda Radner, and the show’s 

musical director Paul Schaffer. Eugene followed Godspell 

with two years performing sketch comedy at the storied 

comedy club Second City Toronto. From there, Eugene 

spent a couple years working in California with fellow 

comedians John Candy and Joe Flaherty, before all 3 

returned to Toronto in 1976 to star in the Canadian 

sketch television series SCTV, which ran until 1984.

Following the Emmy award winning run at SCTV, 

Eugene went on to act in and write  many more modern 

movie and television classics, including National Lampoon’s 

Vacation, Splash, Father of the Bride, and Mad About You,  

before joining the tenant community at 401 in 1997. 

 

After spending about a year in the building, Eugene 

began production on the wildly successful comedy movie 

American Pie in the summer of 1998. Eugene went 

forward to be the only cast member to star in all eight 

films in the American Pie series. 

Eugene’s son and future collaborator, Dan Levy, was 

almost 14 at the time that his father secured his office at 

401 Richmond. Fast forward almost 20 years, and the 

pair debuted the Canadian television sitcom Schitt’s 

Creek, soon to be picked up by television networks 

around the world. At the 2020 Primetime Emmys, the 

show won Outstanding Comedy Series, and Eugene 

took home Outstanding Lead Actor in a Comedy; a fitting 

honour for a Canadian comedic legend that spent a 

pivotal chapter of his 50 year career in 401’s halls. 
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In his 4th floor studio, calligrapher, lettering artist, and alphabet astrologer, Anthony Trask, demonstrates his craft during 
the 2019 edition of 401’s Holiday Open House.  

on the 
cover

401 RICHMOND STORIES: EUGENE LEVY

Left: Eugene 
Levy (far left) 
in Waiting 

for Guffman 
Below (left to 
right): Eugene 
Levy and son 
Dan then 
and now
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tenant profile

DESERT FISH STUDIOS Studio B102   

When Juno award-winning recording engineer, Jeff 

Wolpert of Desert Fish Studios in 401’s lower level, 

finished his under-graduate degree in Studio Music at 

Concordia University in 1979, he decided that he still 

‘really didn’t know anything’. After playing in live bands for 

most of his youth, and working part-time as a production 

assistant in the audio/visual industry, Jeff enrolled in a 

brand new graduate degree at McGill University, the only 

program of its kind in North America at the time: a 

Masters of Sound Recording. Jeff finished this degree 

in Quebec in the early 1980s in the midst of the language 

wars and decided the best career opportunities would be 

found in Ontario, heading west to try his luck.

Jeff arrived in Toronto to work as a recording 

engineer, and soon opened his first studio, Inception 

Sound, still in operation today. After more than a decade 

at Inception, Jeff won his first JUNO award as the 

recording engineer on Loreena McKennitt’s popular 

song, The Lady of Shallott. This kicked off more than  

30 years working with Loreena recording her music. 

Loreena had a studio herself at 401 in the 1990s, and 

she and Jeff still work together to this day. 

Soon after the landmark JUNO award, Jeff’s standing 

in the industry sky rocketed. It wasn’t long before he left 

Inception to eventually become the Chief Engineer at one 

of Toronto’s largest recording studios, McClear Digital. 

At McClear, Jeff’s portfolio of A-list music professionals 

he was working with grew to include many super stars, 

including Aretha Franklin, Paul Shaffer and James 

Brown.  By 2003, Jeff made the move to freelance, and 

found himself looking for a new studio downtown 10 

years after that. His good friend and colleague, 

internationally renowned composer Donald Quan, 

introduced him to 401, and soon Jeff had built a custom 

studio to start working out of the building.

Throughout his career, while racking up 8 JUNO 

nominations, and 2 more wins, Jeff was hired by numerous 

universities and colleges teaching and establishing music 

technology curricula and programs in a burgeoning sector, 

and is currently the Director of the Music Technology & 

Digital Media program at the University of Toronto. Most 

recently, Jeff upgraded the Desert Fish Studios with 

Dolby Atmos, the latest surround sound technology that 

allows sounds to be interpreted as three-dimensional 

objects. Starting from a self-proclaimed state of 

inexperience more than 40 years ago, Jeff Wolpert is now 

recognized as a pioneer in the field of the recording arts.  

www.desertfishstudios.com

Left to right: Jeff Wolpert (front) with Paul Shaffer and Aretha 
Franklin; Jeff at work in his studio
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spotted & applauded

HEATHER HORTON, WITHIN THESE WALLS , 2020, 

OIL ON PANEL, 26 X 48 IN.

EMMY TO CANADALAND EDITOR 
Canadaland’s Managing Editor, Andréa Schmidt 

and her team received a News & Documentary 
Emmy for “Coverage of a Breaking News Story” 

for their piece for The Weekly entitled “El Chapo’s 
Son: The Siege of Cuilacán.” Well done!

TAPA PARTICIPATES IN 
MAYOR’S SUMMIT
Toronto’s downtown BIAs worked with 
MP Adam Vaughan to produce the 
Mayor’s Summit in October, focused 
on the challenges facing the hospitality, 
entertainment, and hotel sectors through 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Jacoba Knappen, 
Executive Director of the Theatre Alliance 
Performing Arts (TAPA) spoke to the 
specific hardships of the theatre sector.

FUTURE/PROOF 
AWARD 
CELEBRATIONS
Open Studio celebrated 
their 50th anniversary this 
October with FUTURE/
PROOF, a live auction  
of contemporary print,  
and presented three 
awards: Mark Johnsen 
took Best in Print,  
and Shogo Okada and 
Fatima Garzan received 
Honourable Mentions. 

INSIDE OUT AUDIENCE AWARDS
Inside Out closed out their film festival this 
October with The Audience Awards, presented 
by Entertainment One. Gossamer Folds, directed 
by Lisa Donato won Best Narrative Feature,  
The Butterfly, directed by Shiho Fukada, took Best 
Short Film, and  Best Documentary Feature 
went to Little Girl, directed by Sébastien Lifshitz.

ABBOZZO SELLS OUT 
FIRST SHOW 

POST-REOPENING
Abbozzo Gallery welcomed 

the public back to their 
gallery in September with a 
much anticipated exhibition 

of longstanding gallery artist 
Heather Horton. Love Story 

chronicled Horton’s relationship 
with producer, director and 

screenwriter, Joss Whedon.

TORONTO ARTS FOUNDATION AWARDS TO 
LARONDE & JAYU
Sandra Laronde (left) was named a finalist for the Toronto Arts 
Foundation’s Celebration of Cultural Life Awards, recognizing 
the contributions of individuals whose work is a celebration of 
life through the arts. Executive & Artistic Director of Red Sky 
Performance, Sandra Laronde has conceived, produced and 
disseminated multi-national, multi-and-interdisciplinary and 
intergenerational Indigenous programming. JAYU, a charity 
committed to sharing human rights stories through the arts, won 
the Arts For Youth Award. Congratulations!

CAROLYN LIVINGSTON 
AT PARI NADIMI GALLERY
Created in her studio on 401’s 2nd floor, 
Carolyn Livingston exhibited new work 
at the Pari Nadimi Gallery on Niagara 
street this past October and November. 
The show was curated by E.C. Woodley. 
The selected works united two groups 
of oil paintings that continue Carolyn’s 
exploration of the human figure.

CAROLYN LIVINGSTON, UNTITLED, 2020, 

OIL ON LINEN, 44 X 43.5 IN.
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built for art Virtually: Nuit Blanche 2020

The Toronto mega-event Nuit Blanche commonly attracts 

more than a million art enthusiasts and cultural revellers 

to the city’s galleries, museums and public spaces each 

Fall. With 2020 an unusual year, so too was its Nuit 

Blanche! The initiative migrated to the virtual sphere, and 

where previously, events, performances and installations 

would draw crowds to venues, this year the focus was on 

an expanded web-based event archive, a series of 

podcasts and a program of online content that occupied 

the sunset to sundown schedule unique to Nuit Blanche. 

City Hall includes 401 Richmond in the Major Institutions 

category, along with the Aga Khan Museum, Art Gallery 

of Ontario, Bata Shoe Museum and Royal Ontario 

Museum among others. What sets these venues apart is 

the unique capabilities, particularly the sheer square 

footage, to mount significant presentations. And despite 

the online shift, this year was no different for 401 Richmond. 

Our Nuit Blanche team pulled another all-nighter 

showcasing the diversity of 401 through video art, artist 

interviews, virtual exhibition tours and the occasional live 

intervention over Nuit Blanche’s 12 hour cycle.

“The 401 Richmond community has been a vital content 

contributor to Nuit Blanche since its inception,” says City 

of Toronto Arts & Culture Services Director Pat Tobin. 

“And for this year’s virtual instalment, 401’s innovative 

adaptation to the digital environment was fantastic. The 

six-hour broadcast, interspersing one-on-one interviews 

with resident artists or organizations, art projects, 

performances and tours all hosted by the fantastic 

401 Richmond team, brought us right inside the building 

and its programming. Almost like being there.”

Shouldered by technological support from our 

Community Connectivity Partner Beanfield 

Metroconnect, 401 was able to provide a television-

style broadcast comprising previously recorded 

contributions from artists and organizations along 

with live segments designed to highlight key locations 

in the building. Transmitting from Urbanspace Gallery 

located in the heart of 401, online viewers could virtually 

experience both the spaces and ideas which gives the 

building its status as a must-see cultural hub.
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Top row to bottom (left to right):  Ben Johnston with 
his Together mural in Vancouver; Vtape’s Submissions, 
Collections & Outreach Coordinator, Keira Boult, introduces 
their program; Pinc Sherbert Clouds video still by Rob Nicholls; 
Esmeralda Enrique Spanish Dance Company performs; 
Cicada as part of the Inside Out LGTB Film Festival trailer; 
Start The Fire music video, by Turning Tables, via Trinity Square 
Video; All That Remains, Gunilla Josephson in collaboration 
with Lillian Ross-Millard; Open Studio’s Sales & Archive 
Manager, Rebecca Travis, tours Richard Sewell’s exhibition 
wHerOccurence; imagineNATIVE Film & Media Arts Festival; 
Rob Nicholls visuals & Bill Cutbill vocals; Elisabeth Belliveau  
at Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography.

“Beanfield was pleased to partner with the creative folks 

at 401 Richmond for Toronto’s Nuit Blanche” says Dan 

Armstrong, CEO. “We have always tried to support the 

arts community in whatever way we can, and as the 

community partner for this event, we’re thrilled that 

audiences were able to enjoy and benefit from the unique 

work of so many artists and cultural organization housed 

in this dynamic creative hub.”

We all know that within the 401 family there is no 

shortage of artful content; this year’s Nuit Blanche 

highlighted a remarkable diversity of topics and 

approaches. Audiences had the opportunity to virtually 

tour Abbozzo Gallery, Open Studio, Ryerson Artspace 

and The Red Head Gallery. Artist-run centres 

Gallery 44, Trinity Square Video and Vtape provided 

compelling and provocative video programs, while 

PH1 Collective and Gunilla Josephson with Lillian 

Ross-Millard screened brand new video works. 

Interviews with artists Emily Dicarlo, Jolene Eeuwes, 

Ben Johnston and Marisha Pula provided us with 

insights into their practices. We got to learn more 

about what goes on at Esmeralda Enrique Spanish 

Dance Company and Mayfield Secondary School 

through special video presentations. Trailers from 

imagineNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival, Inside 

Out and Toronto Reel Asian International Film 

Festival reminded us of the important role these 

annual film festivals play. And special performances 

by musician Donald Quan with Eaoh Argos and 

VJ extraordinaire Rob Nicholls rounded out the evening.

For a 12 hour Nuit Blanche 2020 on October 3rd, a 

virtual Built for Art gave viewers everywhere a chance to 

get up-close and personal with the people and places 

that make 401 Richmond such a vital and distinctive 

place. Although we did things a little differently this year, 

the creative spirit of 401 was very much in evidence. So 

whether you login or drop by, we look forward to seeing 

you at 401 Richmond. Watch for soon to be released 

highlights reel of this year’s Built for Art, Virtually: Nuit 

Blanche 2020 at 401 Richmond.
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listings December 2020 to February 2021

The Listings Board is your opportunity to communicate 
with other tenants and keep them informed about what is 
happening in your organization. If you are having a sale, 
exhibition, or event you would like advertised, email details 
to events@urbanspace.org. Listings are open to all tenants.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: Wednesday, January 15, 2021  

GALLERY DIRECTORY 

A Space Gallery (Studio 110)
416-979-9633 www.aspacegallery.org

Abbozzo Gallery (Studio 128)
416-260-2220 www.abbozzogallery.com 

Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography (Studio 120) 
416-979-3941 www.gallery44.org 

Open Studio (Studio 104) 
416-504-8238 www.openstudio.ca

Prefix Institute of Contemporary Art (Studio 124) 
416-591-0357 www.prefix.ca

Red Head Gallery (Studio 115)
416-504-5654 www.redheadgallery.org

Ryerson Artspace (Studio B-106)
ryersonartspace@gmail.com 
www.ryersonartspace.com

TAG (Tangled Art Gallery) (Studio 122) 
647-725-5064 www.tangledarts.org

Trinity Square Video (Studio 121)
416-593-1332 www.trinitysquarevideo.com

Urbanspace Gallery (Studio 117)
416-595-5900 www.urbanspacegallery.ca

yumart Gallery (Studio B-20)
647-447-9274 www.yumart.ca

YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Studio 140)
416-598-4546 www.yyzartistsoutlet.org

EXHIBITIONS

continues to DECEMBER 5
Red Head Gallery 
Margie Kelk: In: FLUX

continues to DECEMBER 19
yumart gallery 
8th Annual Holiday Salon

Open Studio 
Main Gallery
Murmuration: Group Exhibition Celebrating 50 Years 
Project Space
Rochelle Rubinstein
Feature Wall
Sally Ayre

continues to DECEMBER 31
The Roastery Coffee House
Gloria C. Swain: A Celebration of Shapes and Colours

DECEMBER 5–19
Abbozzo Gallery
Katharine Burns: Sea Change

JANUARY 9–30
yumart gallery 
Calm, Cool and Collected: Gallery Artists Works on Paper

JANUARY 15 – FEBRUARY 13
Gallery 44 
Main Gallery
Elise Rasmussen: The Year Without a Summer

Vitrines
Thenjiwe Niki Nkosi: Suspension

JANUARY 16–30
Urbanspace Gallery
Zherui Wang: Volatile Ecologies 
DESIGN TO FESTIVAL

FEBRUARY 6–27
yumart gallery 
Tim Noonan: Trail, Garden and Abstract 

FEBRUARY 18 – APRIL 2
Gallery 44 
Online
CameraLinks 

EVENTS

DECEMBER 3–10
JAYU
9th Annual Human Rights Film Festival

at Ted Rogers Hot Docs Cinema

Zherui Wang at Urbanspace Gallery (January 16–30)
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ROCKY DOBEY: 
STREET ART FOR 
A PANDEMIC
Rocky Dobey’s artistic practice 

focuses on social justice with street 

art and posters, installing concrete 

sculptures, street post-mounted 

books, and political historical 

plaques, around Toronto streets 

since the mid 1970’s. Rocky is 

represented by yumart gallery in 

401 Richmond. 

www.rockydobey.ca
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