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The 401 Richmond Update is a community-building  

initiative of Urbanspace Property Group. The newsletter  

began in June 1994 and over the years has documented  

the eclectic activities and fascinating people who make  

a home in our historic factory in downtown Toronto.

If you would like to be added to the 401 Update  

mailing list, please email: UPDATE@urbanspace.org

Printed on Rolland Enviro 100.
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COVER IMAGE
 401 Richmond’s essential workers.

Clockwise (from top left): Redentor Paragas, 
Ronel Ruiz,  Renato Villanueva, Pamela Lampkin,

Yenislen Rodriguez and Daniel Scofano 
Photo by Cheryl Rondeau
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First batch of mask straps and buttons – donated to St. Michael’s 
Hospital – printed by Lisa Kiss Design, Studio 408. 

MOVING 1N
A new crop of OCAD Career Launcher 
Recipients join 401 Richmond in 
Studio 362. A warm welcome to Elijah 
White, Lilian Sim, Kirollos Kilada and 
Zuna Amir.

The Good Partnership helps small 
to mid-sized nonprofit organizations 
efficiently fundraise. We are excited to 
have The Good Partnership be a part of the 
401 Richmond community in Studio 353.

Multi-disciplinary artist and award-
winning creative director, Ben Johnston 
has moved into Studio 216. Ben specializes 
in art direction and custom typography 
for advertising, murals, installations and 
events. Welcome to 401 Richmond!

MOVING ON 
Canada’s online source for visual art 
information, Akimbo in Studio 450 
has moved on from 401 Richmond. 
Akimbo digitally promotes contemporary 
visual art, video, new media and film to 
their large audience of Canadian and 
international arts professionals and 
organizations. All the best to Akimbo!

Sign up for monthly What’s On updates 
to your inbox at www.401richmond.com
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EARTHROOTS TAKES A STAND 
The Ontario government cancelled a program that 

would create a system to report on the carbon balances 

of the Temagami forest. In response, Earthroots and 

Friends of Temagami have filed an application for 

judicial review to protect old-growth forest in Temagami. 

Earthroots and Friends of Temagami argue that the 

current Temagami Forest Management Plan fails to 

address climate concerns and believe the province has 

failed to understand how logging the old-growth forest 

will affect carbon emissions. The Temagami forest 

stores a significant amount of carbon, has the highest 

concentration of old growth forests and, is the largest 

known concentration of old growth red and white pine 

ecosystems in Canada. Lawyer Josh Ginsberg hopes 

the litigation forces the province to do an environmental 

review, log the area in a climate-safe way or change the 

forest management plan. 

BYRON WONG DIRECTS
LIVEMEDAID
Managing Director of award-winning and Emmy-

nominated creative group ZERO11ZERO, Byron Wong 

served as the Creative Strategy Director for 

LIVEMEDAID, an online live stream in support of 

Doctors Without Borders, featuring scientists, artists 

and musicians. In his role, Byron oversaw panel 

discussions including, President, CEO and Owner of the 

Economic Club of Canada, Rhiannon Rosland, Host of 

Daily Planet, Ziya Tong, and hip-hop recording artist, 

news

broadcaster and host of Hip-Hop Evolution, Shad 

Kabango. Byron also coordinated musical performances 

with Conductor and member of the Board of Orchestras 

Canada, Daniel Bartholomew-Poyser to arrange and 

perform the LIVEMEDAID show opener with the Toronto 

Symphony Orchestra (TSO), Jimmy Shaw and Emily 

Haines from the band METRIC and a very special 

performance by Choir!Choir!Choir! which was 

represented by 50 different people on their cellphones!

GUNTAR KRAVIS MAKES MASKS
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, photographer 

Guntar Kravis in Studio 363 made approximately 

200 masks using vintage Marimekko fabric from his 

personal collection sourced from his father’s in-store 

coffee shop, Karelia. Guntar’s father, Janis Kravis’ 

business had exclusive rights to import Marimekko 

textiles from Finland and became a gathering centre for 

Toronto’s design community. Guntar has sewn masks 

for friends, family and businesses including 401 tenant, 

Swipe Design | Books + Objects!

IMAGINENATIVE BECOMES  
A PIONEER
On the 20th anniversary of the festival, imagineNATIVE 

Film + Media Arts Festival became the first Indigenous 

film festival to qualify a film for Oscar consideration. 

This achievement means that winning an imagineNATIVE 

award creates a more direct line for Indigenous 

filmmakers to have their films considered by the 

Academy. Outgoing Executive Director of 

imagineNATIVE, Jason Ryle’s next goal is to have an 

Indigenous filmmaker win an Oscar. Jason believes this 

triumph will give Indigenous people more authority over 

the representational stories they tell from within their 

communities and open these stories to global audiences. 
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In other news, Naomi Johnson has been named the new 

Executive Director of ImagineNATIVE! Naomi is excited 

about the future. Welcome to 401!

THANK YOU, NESTOR!
Loyal staff member, Nestor Diona is retiring after almost 

15 years with Urbanspace Property Group. Nestor 

began his time with us as a cleaner at 215 Spadina 

Avenue. When the building sold, he shifted to the 

401 team along with familiar tenants and friends, 

including Toronto Alliance for the Performing Arts 

(TAPA), Playwrights Guild of Canada, BookNet 

Canada and Eva’s Initiatives. Nestor has always been 

a friendly face working as part of our janitorial team. 

You will be missed Nestor. Best of luck to you and 

congratulations on your retirement!

THANK YOU, JUAN! 
HELLO BRIAN!
Property Manager, Juan Vera has left Urbanspace 

Property Group. In addition to his strong work ethic, 

knowledge and leadership skills, Juan always had a 

positive attitude, friendly smile and was ready to help 

whoever needed him. Juan will be greatly missed! Brian 

Graciano started as Property Manager in April. With 

over 10 years of experience in building operations, 

Brian is enthusiastic about joining us at 401 Richmond!

Thank you to our dedicated maintenance team including, Pamela Lampkin, Redentor Paragas, Yenislen 

Rodriguez, Ronel Ruiz, Daniel Scofano and, Renato Villanueva for working diligently to continually clean 

and disinfect 401 Richmond during the COVID-19 pandemic. We are grateful for their hard work and would not 

be able to operate without them! Another thank you to the staff from our management office (pictured above, 

left to right), Brian Graciano, Saskia Vegter and Elise Rodgers for their hard work at the building especially 

over the last few months. 

on the 
cover
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tenant profile

STINSON DESIGN Studio 243

Stinson Design is a communications and consulting 

design firm creating custom tailored presentation design 

services for clients around the world. 

Ljana Vimont started Stinson Design with a friend  

to make extra money in university. After graduating, to 

sharpen her business skills and build confidence in her 

career, Ljana took a job with a corporate company in 

finance. When her friend decided she wanted to begin  

a new company, Ljana felt ready to grow Stinson Design 

into a full-fledged business. Inspired by her 

entrepreneurial father who lived life by his own terms, 

Ljana fulfilled her desired to be her own boss, and 

venture out into a new career.

Ljana compares her role as a leader to a captain of  

a ship recruiting shipmates. She thrives on building a 

team she respects and enjoys working with her 

colleagues. In the early stages of Stinson Design, Ljana 

provided training, mentorship and new opportunities for 

her designers to push them beyond strictly design work, 

to also effectively communicate with clients and lead 

seminars and training sessions. As a business owner, 

Ljana finds witnessing the career and personal 

development of her employees rewarding and fulfilling. 

Having learned that leading comes with huge 

responsibility, Ljana prioritizes prudent business operations 

to ensure Stinson Design 

functions successfully. 

Building a company culture 

where employees want to 

contribute and invest in both their personal growth and 

the company’s growth, Ljana succeeds by supporting her 

team through life’s ups and downs.  

Stinson Design joined 401 Richmond in 2013  

when Ljana was subletting a desk. A few years later 

more space was needed, and after a long search, Ljana 

secured a sublease at 401 for a 1000 sq. ft. space – a 

huge upgrade from desk sublet. Ljana describes Stinson 

Design’s experience at 401 Richmond as a dream. About 

35% of Stinson Design employees identify as LGBTQ+ 

and feel safe working at 401 Richmond. The team enjoys 

engaging in building-wide events, workshops and 

activities including flamenco classes with Esmeralda 

Enrique’s Academy of Spanish Dance. 

Like many businesses the pandemic has thrown a 

wrench in some plans, but Ljana maintains a positive outlook. 

Looking to the future, Ljana is focussed on growing 

Stinson Design, and hosting training sessions, seminars 

and presentations for the 401 Richmond community.   

www.stinsondesign.com

Ljana Vimont
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spotted & applauded

OAAG EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR WINS GG 
Warmest congratulations to 

Zainub Verjee, Executive Director 
of Ontario Association of Art 
Galleries (OAAG) who received 
the Outstanding Contribution 
Award at the Governor General’s 
Awards for her outstanding 
contribution to visual arts, media 
arts and fine craft.

 HERITAGE CANADA VISITS 401 RICHMOND
 Canadian Heritage executives, Assistant Deputy Minister,   
 Isabelle Mondou and Regional Director General, Seema 
 Jethalal visited 401 Richmond in February and toured 
 the Urbanspace Gallery and Open Studio.

INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY AWARDS
Congratulations to Esmeralda 
Enrique of Esmeralda Enrique 
Spanish Dance who was awarded 
a Lifetime Achievement Award at 
the International Women’s Day 
Celebrations & Awards. 

TOP PODCAST 
RECEIVES RAVE REVIEWS
CANADALAND’s podcast, Cool 

Mules about the criminal conspiracy 
led by former Vice Media music editor 
who recruited young musicians and 
models to smuggle cocaine is out 
now. The investigative series was 
rated number one on Apple Podcasts 
and received many positive reviews on 
the platform. 

PRESTIGIOUS NOMINATION 
FOR MARIAN WIHAK
Exciting news! Marian Wihak has been 
nominated for a Canadian Screen Award 

for 2020 Achievement in Art Direction/
Production Design for her work in the 
Canadian movie musical, Stand! , set 
during the 1919 Winnipeg general strike.

TOP COWORKING AND 
SHARED OFFICE SPACE
Good Gorilla made BlogTO’s list 
of the top 25 coworking and shared 
office spaces in downtown Toronto. 
Well deserved!

ALBUM ARTWORK RECOGNIZED   
 It is a time for celebration for Kris Knight    

 who was nominated for a JUNO Award   
 for Album Artwork of the Year for his 

 illustrative work on Ensign Broderick’s  
 album Bloodcrush/Bloodmyth.

401 CAREER LAUNCHER 
RECIPIENT EXCELS

Kudos to 2019 401 Richmond 
Career Launcher Prize 

Recipient Miles Ingrassia who 
was an Untapped Emerging 

Arts Finalist at Artist Project 
Toronto and was named 

one of five emerging 
artists to check out at the 

Artist Project Toronto 
by the Toronto Star.
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covid-19 response

EXHIBITIONS, FESTIVALS & EVENTS

IMAGES FESTIVAL was one of the first tenants 

to pivot their programming online. Images quickly 

launched the 33rd Images Festival virtually providing 

over 75 works of Images’ ON SCREEN programming 

via live-stream. Programming for the virtual Images 

Festival included exhibitions, live screenings, and 

panel discussions. Tenants such as Gallery 44, YYZ 

Artists’ Outlet, Toronto Reel Asian International Film 

Festival, Trinity Square Video, SAVAC (South Asian 

Visual Arts Centre), Vtape, C Magazine, Le Labo 

Arts Médiatiques and FADO Performance Art Centre 

presented work at the festival. 

TRINITY SQUARE VIDEO along with EQ Bank 

presented the Digital Art Spotlight that shared a 

different digital artwork by an Emerging Digital Artist 

Award alumnus on their respective Instagram accounts. 

Trinity Square Video was fortunate to have plans 

in place to present works online for both the Images 

Festival presenting Tiara Roxanne’s, They Are. We 

Are. I am. Data Colonialism: Decolonial Gestures of 

Storytelling and the Scotiabank Contact Photography 

Festival presentation of Performing Lives by 

artists Bertille Bak, Lisa Jackson, Yoshua Okón, Helen 

Reed and May Truong. Trinity Square Video moved 

its workshop series into an online forum included in its 

X-Wave program.

GALLERY 44 CENTRE FOR 
CONTEMPORARY PHOTOGRAPHY
has transitioned their programming online such as the 

screening of Silvia Kolbowski’s 2008 video After 

Hiroshima Mon Amour in partnership with Images 

Festival and the annual OUTREACH Youth Exhibition 

that was presented virtually. 

MYSEUM OF TORONTO launched an online panel 

discussion series called Quarantine Edition and the 

online exhibition, Toronto Stories compiled diverse 

historical narratives in Toronto acknowledging the impact 

of people and communities often under-represented in 

the city’s history. 

Galleries such as YUMART, ABBOZZO and OPEN 
STUDIO made art available for sale online. yumart 

Gallery launched the online exhibitions, Isolation and 

Refresh. Abbozzo Gallery virtually presented the 

exhibition of work by Arnold Zageris: The Dominion of 

Ice and Time and shared the online catalogue of 

Richard Jacobson from his collection, Pieces from a 

Different Puzzle. 

VTAPE launched REFLECTION/REFRACTION, a 

weekly online video series selected by Vtape staff that 

Vtape calls a “virtual love letter to our artists.” Each video 

release is accompanied by a personal statement from 

Vtape staff as to why the work resonates with each 

person. REFLECTION/REFRACTION keeps artists’ 

titles in circulation and assures that artists are still able 

to earn revenue from their work. 

The TORONTO OUTDOOR ART FAIR launched 

the online edition of TOAF with the Toronto Online Art 

Fair. The digital edition of the art fair created an 

opportunity for artists to showcase and sell their work 

through the TOAF website and network. Visitors continued 

to support their favourite artists and discover new talents 

online. Toronto Online Art Fair included its coveted 

Awards Program, Art Talks, Art Tours, and virtual events. 

The TORONTO ALLIANCE FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS (TAPA) presented the

the 2020 Dora Mavor Moore Awards – Virtual Edition. 

TAPA Executive Director and Dora Awards Producer, 

Jacoba Knaapen felt it important to move forward with a 

virtual edition of the awards to honour the work of the 

talented and hard-working performing arts community. 

SUMMERWORKS postponed the 30th anniversary 

of the festival and presented a newly imagined summer 

season with free programming to connect artists and 

audiences remotely. In partnership with Canadian Stage 

and Club Quarantine, SummerWorks launched its 

summer season with Essential Play, a free nation-wide 

online club night where the arts community celebrated 

the resilient spirit of creativity.

During the height of the COVID-19 outbreak, digital communications have flourished from Zoom 
meetings to live streams to online festivals. The last few months have been unprecedented but 
fortunately, creativity, resourcefulness and hope have emerged at 401 Richmond and many tenants 
have adapted their programming. When physical distancing guidelines made it impossible to 
function as before tenants quickly acclimated. Here are some highlights:
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LE LABO ARTS MÉDIATIQUES presented 

Chroniques de Quarantine / Quarantine Chronicles 

and VUCAVU Outreach a capsule-video presentation 

featuring Jean-Christophe Foolchand that focusses on 

his creative world and a presentation led by Jacquelyn 

Hébert educating artists and filmmakers about 

distribution options available for films and videos 

respectfully.

Although the in-person INSIDE OUT FESTIVAL
was postponed, the festival presented the first part of its 

30th Anniversary Exhibition online with a walk-through 

of digitized ephemera to remember the events that 

shaped the city. Pitch, Please! was also presented 

online and saw competitors from across the globe 

present a short two-minute pitch to a virtual jury and 

audience, with one winner taking home a $5,000 prize. 

PODCASTS, WEBINARS, BLOGS, ETC.

Some of you may have extra time to listen to podcasts. 

Fortunately, tenants including CANADALAND and 

MEAL EXHCHANGE are creating new content for 

their audience to enjoy. Canadaland started a podcast 

series called, Isolation Interviews featuring noted 

personalities including Margaret Atwood, Shad, and 

Elizabeth May. Meal Exchange launched a weekly web 

series called Real Talk with the Food is Life show 

hosted by the Executive Director of Meal Exchange 

Farheen Khan.

WILDLANDS LEAGUE launched the YouTube 

webinar series, Because We Are All In This Together. 

The video series took a deep look on the role that the 

rural landscape plays in a more resilient economy and 

connectivity for nature.

8 80 CITIES launched #POSTCOVIDCITY, a 

blog series exploring the impacts of COVID-19 on 

city-building, public spaces, and future forward thinking. 

The pandemic has altered city building significantly and 

8 80 Cities believes we must work together towards a 

more equitable, safe and resilient future.

NECESSARY ANGEL THEATRE COMPANY 
partnered with The Stillness Room to offer stillness 

sessions online. The Stillness Room uses simple and 

clear structures for people to collectively experience the 

calming and quietly transformative qualities of stillness, 

silence, and connection. Founded in 2016 by Toronto 

theatre director, teacher, arts leader and meditation 

practitioner, Alan Dilworth, The Stillness Room is a 

health and wellness offering for artists and theatre staff 

working under intense pressure.

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF ART 
GALLERIES (OAAG) launched a digital platform in 

response to the COVID crisis that provides the latest 

updates on the work OAAG is doing with relevant news, 

financial information and webinars, for the sector. 

OAAG’s advocacy work has gained traction nationally 

and lead the way measuring the impact of COVID-19 

on National Arts Service organizations through its 

impact survey. 

NEW SERVICES

Buying coffee in person during the pandemic is difficult. 

401 coffee shops, DARK HORSE ESPRESSO 
BAR and THE ROASTERY COFFEE HOUSE 
created new ways to provide coffee for their customers 

at home. Dark Horse Espresso Bar launched Dark 

Horse X Home, a weekly delivery program that delivers 

their coffee, café staples, and hard-to-find items like milk 

alternatives, coffee brewing accessories, and baking 

supplies. The Roastery Coffee House made their coffee, 

soups and chili available through online orders and 

offered complimentary Americanos and non-dairy milk 

lattes for the 401 Richmond community for the month of 

May. SPACING STORE offered curb-side pickup 

and continued to make products available on its online 

shop at spacingstore.ca. SWIPE DESIGN | 
BOOKS + OBJECTS offered local shipping and 

curb-side pickup. EVA’S PRINT SHOP has pivoted 

their services to make physical distancing decals and 

signage. SAMAN DESIGN has added custom 

fabricated acrylic screens to their services for public 

facing businesses to safely serve customers.
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press check

GOOD GORILLA’S co-founder Gracia Lam’s illustrations were featured in The New 

York Times articles, “Before Prostate Surgery Consider ‘Active Surveillance’,” “Coronavirus 
as a Reminder of the Urgency of Getting Your Vaccines” and, “Managing Coronavirus Fears.”

IMAGINENATIVE FILM + 
MEDIA ARTS FESTIVAL 
inspired a conversation between 
Kaniehtiio Horn and Roxann Whitebean, 
the creators of a short documentary that 
investigates the tale of two Mohawk boys. 
Their exchange was featured on CBC.ca.

MYSEUM OF TORONTO 
is applauded in the Varsity for its Myseum  
on the Move program that “strives to keep the 
history of the Ward,” alive, widely considered 
Toronto’s first multicultural and multiethnic 
area, through their Women of the Ward Tour 
that explores and reveals a “part of Toronto’s 
history that often goes unnoticed.”

BEN JOHNSTON’S 
colourful and three-dimensional 
murals were highlighted in Colossal.

KRIS KNIGHT 
was named Schitt’s 

Creek star Dan 
Levy’s favourite 
artist in Vogue’s 
online video series, 
“73 Questions.” ICLEI – LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

FOR SUSTAINABILITY’S 
work on project AI4Cities was featured 
in Intelligent Transport.

INSIDE OUT FILM 
FESTIVAL’S

 Andria Wilson shared 
her prediction for 

the next decade of 
LGBTQ2 with Xtra.



9

IMAGE COURTESY OF PETER WILDE
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IN MEMORY OF JOHN BROWN
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