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The 401 Richmond Update is a community-building  

initiative of Urbanspace Property Group. The newsletter  

began in June 1994 and over the years has documented  

the eclectic activities and fascinating people who make  

a home in our historic factory in downtown Toronto.

If you would like to be added to the 401 Update  

mailing list, please email: update@401richmond.com
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Canada Ballet Jorgen dancer performing 

the Fan Dance at Nuit Blanche
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A Space Gallery during Nuit Blanche (SPOTTED page 5)

MOVING UP
Access Community Capital Fund is 
moving from Studio 252 to a bigger space 
Studio 375 on December 1!

 
MOVING ON
Projects Abroad will be closing their 
Toronto location in Studio 257. All the 
best to Projects Abroad!

The Royal Canadian Academy of the 

Arts in Studio 375 has found a new home 
outside of 401 Richmond.

401 MEETING ROOM

 

If you are looking for a place to hold a 
meeting or workshop, contact us about 
renting Studio 303. The room boasts 
all of the necessary amenities at a 
reasonable rate. 
 
Visit www.401richmond.com or contact 
the Front Desk at 416-595-5900 x 4010 
or via email frontdesk@urbanspace.org 
for more information.

Sign up for monthly What’s On updates 
to your inbox at www.401richmond.com
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CABBAGE PATCH BABY IDS?! 
Most of you know that long before 401 Richmond 

became the thriving arts and cultural hub that it is today, it 

was home to one of the finest lithography manufacturers 

of tinware in Canada. But, did you know we were also 

home to a company called KG Campbell Corporation 

that packaged Cabbage Patch Kids Birth Certificates? 

That’s right the adorable dolls also have a connection to 

the building. Cabbage Patch Kids gained massive 

popularity in the 1980’s and thanks to the hard workers 

at KG Campbell Corporation they were able to contribute 

to the incredible demand for the cuddly dolls. KG 

Campbell Corporation was responsible for imaging the 

name and date of birth onto the birth certificate that was 

then packaged and shipped to the Cabbage Patch Kids 

manufacturer. At one point, the company was producing 

between 150,000 and 250,000 packages of Cabbage 

Patch Kids birth certificates per week working 24 hours 

a day, 6 to 7 days a week! Mike Moran, who was one 

of the employees at KG Campbell Corporation at the 

time said, “It’s like being a part of creating a movie and 

you know, you did your little part in it but the end result is 

much bigger than you thought it could ever be.”

DONALD QUAN
SPEAKS OUT FOR
CANADIAN ARTISTS
Donald Quan was recently featured in 

the Toronto Star voicing his support of 

Canada’s artistic middle class who are 

struggling to receive compensation for their 

work. Donald says this is due to an “antiquated 

copyright legislation” that has created an 

“impoverishment of the creative community.” Quan 

shared, “I don’t know how you would make a living 

today as a young composer or writer. They’re writing for 

free and putting their material on social media and in 

some cases don’t expect to be compensated. It’s the 

new normal and that shouldn’t be. That really has to 

change.” Europe has introduced new copyright laws that 

would force dominant tech companies such as Google 

and Facebook to provide more revenue to its creators 

on YouTube and Instagram for example, and to filter out 

copyrighted content. These copyright laws could 

potentially provide the financially struggling creative 

middle class with a much-deserved revenue stream. 

Quan fully supports Europe’s new decision which comes 

at a crucial time as Canada modernizes its Copyright 

Act. Quan told Toronto Star, “I think changing the culture 

and understanding of the creative process is important 

and you’re seeing that happen in Europe. But I really 

news
think it’s only a matter of time before the rest of the 

world catches up to what is basically an appeal to a 

sense of fairness.”

THANKS TO OUR TENANTS!
The Tenants of 401 Richmond and Margie Zeidler 

have been awarded the Special Jury Award for Advocacy 

by the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) for 

their work on the new tax class. The award was announced 

at the annual ACO Heritage Awards held on October 11 

at Junction Craft Brewing (another historic re-purposed 

building – the former 1930s Symes Road 

Destructor). The awards are “a celebration of 

excellence in heritage conservation, 

honouring outstanding preservation 

leaders, projects, and initiatives across 

Ontario.” Thank you to all of our 

tenants! Without all of you, achieving 

this new tax class and winning this award 

would not be possible. As the saying goes, 

it takes a village!

DAVID BUCHBINDER 
THE WARD’S CABARET
Juno Award winning musician, David Buchbinder 

recently created and produced, The Ward’s Cabaret. 

The musical event featuring David and a group of 

musicians, singers and actors was featured in Luminato 

this past summer. The Ward’s Cabaret is a musical 

reimagination of the sounds and songs of Toronto’s first 

cross-cultural community.

Donald 

Quan
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Tenants and staff accepting award

Buchbinder

(center) with 

fellow artists



3

on the
cover

On September 29, 401 Richmond hosted 12 special projects and installations as part of our annual Nuit Blanche 

program, Built for Art. The program was curated again by William Huffman. The hashtag #401builtforart was 

created to showcase the building’s lively festivities on social media. Thousands of people visited the building 

between 7 pm and 7 am. We look forward to working with Mr. Huffman next year for Nuit Blanche 2019. 
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Gwendolyne Preboy

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
GWENDOLYNE HATS
When Gwendolyne Preboy first began her tenancy at 

401 Richmond, she brought to the building her hopeful 

outlook and unique, artistic vision. In our Winter 1997/98 

issue Gwendolyne is quoted as saying, “My intention 

with every hat is to create functional, dynamic, comfortable 

headwear that is as unique as every individual.” And 20 years 

later, Gwendolyne’s creativity continues to flourish and 

grow for herself and Gwendolyne Hats. When we reached 

out to Gwendolyne she provided this positive update on 

her business, “I am fortunate to have a beautiful sewing 

studio in my home where I make custom hats for my clients. 

In 2014, I joined the film industry and I work throughout 

the year in costumes. I recently created several dozen 

masks for a feature film that will be out next Fall. I am 

enjoying this new phase in my life.” We are so happy to 

hear that Gwendolyne! Stay connected and see what 

Gwendolyne has been working on via Instagram  

@ateliergwendolyne
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GOOD GORILLA STUDIO LL01

tenant profile

Good Gorilla is a co-working space for freelancers, by 

freelancers offering over 30 years of combined industry 

experience with the aim to unite the creative entrepreneur 

community. Co-founders Gracia Lam, Hugh Langis, and 

Kassem Ahmed wish to provide the tools freelancers 

need for professional growth, creative development, and 

personal success.

Good Gorilla began when Gracia, Hugh, and 

Kassem – who also happen to be three freelancers 

running their own illustration and design businesses – 

shared a 400 sq. ft. studio on the 4th floor of 401 

Richmond. Their time in the studio was short lived 

because they quickly realized the value and impact of 

sharing resources. The three cofounders began to 

understand that working in a shared space allowed for 

each person to hold the other accountable, bring one 

another out of isolation and propel not only each other’s 

professional growth, but also improve their overall health.

Not long after this revelation, the three started 

holding weekly meetings to gauge other professionals’ 

interest in being part of their space and community. The 

conversation topics during the meet-ups revolved around 

understanding different professions and listening to 

what professionals need to run their businesses. As a 

result of these meetups, Gracia, Hugh, and Kassem 

decided to find a space where each person would have 

a sense of ownership.

Around eight months into the project, participants 

were confident enough to sign up for memberships 

while Gracia, Hugh, and Kassem secured the beautiful, 

open space in the lower level of 401 Richmond. All of 

the memberships provided enough funding to construct 

and buy most of the furniture needed for the space. 

On April 1, 2016 Good Gorilla’s doors were opened!

The Good Gorilla team is very thankful for the 

community spirit at 401 Richmond and can’t walk past 

any neighbour’s door without saying ‘Hi’ or stopping for 

a conversation. For Gracia, Hugh, and Kassem, 401 

Richmond is more than a building you go to for work – 

it provides daycare, accessibility, nutrients, and the 

community so many of their creatives need to flourish. 

Whenever Good Gorilla needs a resource, if it’s not 

within the walls of the building, it’s only a few blocks 

away. The Good Gorilla team and members are 

extremely grateful for having their space continue to 

thrive here at 401 Richmond. 

Creative entrepreneurs, independent contractors, 

digital nomads, freelancers – whatever you call them, they 

enjoy flexibility and autonomy but often work in isolation 

and lack the structure and support needed for business 

development. Good Gorilla is changing the way the world 

works as it strives to fill these gaps and meet creative 

professionals’ emerging needs. Together, they believe 

that they can grow and thrive as they help entrepreneurs 

face the unique challenges of the creative industry.

Most recently, the Good Gorilla storefront has 

opened offering 401 Richmond tenants 10% off of 

in-person purchases! Each item in the Good Gorilla 

store is created by their members and collaborations 

by friends within their community. Come check out the 

mural of Gloria the Gorilla, inspect their goods, and 

see what events and services they can provide within 

the Good Gorilla space! 

www.bygoodgorilla.com

Left to right: Gracia Lam, 

Kassem Ahmed, Hugh Langis W
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spotted & applauded

8 80 CITIES’ GIL PENALOSA 
AWARDED IN AUSTRALIA
In October, Founder and Chair of 8 80 

Cities, Guillermo Penalosa received 
The Distinguished Individual Award 
at the International Parks & Leisure 

Australia Congress at an exciting 
ceremony in Melbourne, Australia. 
Congratulations!   

NUIT BLANCHE
September 29, 2018

Curated by William Huffman

19TH ANNUAL
IMAGINATIVE 

FESTIVAL
October 19, 2018 

KRISTEN FARHIG
TRIBUTE
The late Kristen Fahrig 
(artist, teacher, community 
activist, and former 401 
tenant) was honoured by 
the Bloordale CIA with 
a fitting tribute for her 
community service – a 
laneway bearing her name. 

ABBOZZO GALLERY 
Naim Jain Opening October 18

Left 

CBC interviews

a guest at the 

opening

Below 

Marco Rosada 

of Abbozzo talks  

to Pauline Chan 

(CTV News)

ELLEN BLEIWAS 
2017 Career Launcher

End-of-residency 

Open Studio & Exhibition

Ellen Bleiwas (far left)

Tim Sidock 
from imagiNATIVE

Trinity Square Video

Urban Space Gallery
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listings December 2018 to February 2019

EXHIBITIONS

continues to December 14

Urbanspace Gallery

Ryerson City Building Institute: Taxed Out

continues to December 15

YYZ Artists Outlet 

Terran McNeely: Gentle Man

Shattered Moon Alliance (Christina Battle + Serena Lee): 
Shattered Moon Alliance

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH LE LABO:

Simon M. Benedict et Sonia Robertson: Toronto’.Trailogue 

The Listings Board is your opportunity to communicate 

with other tenants and keep them informed about what is 

happening in your organization. If you are having a sale, 

exhibition, or event you would like advertised, email details 

to update@401richmond.com. Listings are open to all tenants.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: Friday, February 1, 2019

GALLERY DIRECTORY 

A Space Gallery (Studio 110)

Contact 416-979-9633 www.aspacegallery.org

Abbozzo Gallery (Studio 128)

Contact 416-260-2220 www.abbozzogallery.com 

Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography (Studio 120) 

Contact 416-979-3941 www.gallery44.org 

Open Studio (Studio 104) 

Contact 416-504-8238 www.openstudio.on.ca

Prefix Institute of Contemporary Art (Studio 124) 

Contact 416-591-0357 www.prefix.ca

Red Head Gallery (Studio 115)

Contact 416-504-5654 www.redheadgallery.org

TAG (Tangled Art Gallery) (Studio 122) 

Contact: 647-725-5064 www.tangledarts.org

Trinity Square Video (Studio 121)

Contact 416-593-1332 www.trinitysquarevideo.com

Urbanspace Gallery (Studio 117)

Contact 416-595-5900 www.urbanspacegallery.ca

yumart Gallery (Studio B-20)

Contact 647-447-9274 www.yumart.ca

YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Studio 140)

Contact 416-598-4546 www.yyzartistsoutlet.org

continues to December 15

The Red Head Gallery

Get Noticed 2018 

Curated by Jamie Angell and Niki Dracos

continues to December 19

TAG (Tangled Arts Gallery)

Maanii Oakes and Richard Harlow: FLOURISHING: 
SOMEHOW WE STAY AUTHENTIC

Maanii Oakes and Richard Harlow Artist Talk: 
Saturday December 8

December 1 – 15

Yumart Gallery

Gallery Artists and Invited Guests: 6th Annual Holiday Salon
Gallery closed: December 16, 2018 – January 11, 2019

December 7 – February 2

Gallery44

Aurélie Pétrel: Track 3

Located in the Main Gallery & Vitrines 
Opening: Friday December 7, 6 – 8 pm 

January 7 –26

Urbanspace Gallery

Urban Sensorium

Curated by: Emily Schlickman and Anya Domlesky 
Exhibition designed by: Paul Wehby
PART OF DESIGN TO 

January 10 - February 2

Prefix ICA

Circuit Gallery @ Prefix ICA
Philip Cheung: Arctic Front 

January 11-February 9

Open Studio

Main Gallery: Nick Novak Fellow, Penelope Steward
George Gilmour Gallery: Don Phillips Scholarship, 
Heather Thomson

January 19 – March 16

YYZ Artists Outlet

Anton Vidokle: Immortality for All: A Film Trilogy on 

Russian Cosmism

January 12 – 26

Yumart Gallery

Gallery artists’ works on paper: Solitude

January 24 – February 24

Tangled Arts Gallery

Bruce Horak: Through a Tired Eye

February 2 – 23

Yumart Gallery 

Lee Lamothe: Stuck to the Bottom of My Shoe – New Works: 

Paris, Barcelona, New York, Toronto, Florida 

February 13 – 23

Gallery44

CAMERALINKS 2019
Opening: Wednesday February 13, 3 – 6 pm

February 15 – March 16 

Open Studio

Main Gallery: Allison Judd
George Gilmour Gallery: Fatima Garzan

Robert Chandler 
at Yumart Gallery
Holiday Salon 
(December 1 – 15)
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EVENTS

continues to December 21

Open Studio

Yes, you can afford original fine art! Open Studio’s once-a-
year Artist Proof Sale puts great art within reach for many. 
With works priced from $50 – $400 you can afford to give 
yourself or someone you love the gift of art. Kickstart or build 
your art collection with works by established and emerging 
artists from across the country. The Artist Proof Sale features a 
variety of original works of art including etchings, screenprints, 
lithographs, relief prints and many more. This year our newly 
renovated Open Studio Shop will also feature a variety of 
original, handmade multiples that fit every budget. The Artist 
Proof Sale is a terrific way for those who are looking for one-of-
a-kind holiday gift ideas or who prefer to shop locally while also 
supporting a worthy cause. Don’t miss this chance to eat, drink, 
and shop at the holiday event that puts the ‘arty’ in party! This 
is always a popular and busy event, with fierce competition for 
some works, so come early — once a piece is sold, it’s gone! 
Hours: Monday to Saturday, 11 am – 5 pm

January 24 – 26, 2019

TAG (Tangled Arts Gallery)

In partnership with Ryerson University, Harbourfront, Creative 
Users, and British Council, Tangled Art Gallery presents 
Cripping the Arts an exploration of Disability aesthetics and 
issues. In the evenings, Cripping the Stage activities will 
showcase Disabled artists work, presenting a Crip Cabaret 
and theatrical performance.
www.tangledarts.org

Opening January 17, 2019 

TAG (Tangled Arts Gallery)

Constructed Identities

Offsite: McMaster Museum of Art, Hamilton 
Marking the 2016 launch of Tangled Art Gallery, this distinct 
display of Persimmon Blackbridge’s hand-crafted figures has 
toured around the country, landing in Hamilton as part of The 

Socrates Project.
www.tangledarts.org

Above: Aurélie Pétrel at Gallery 44 (December 7– February 2) Below:  Anton Vidokle at YYZ (January 19 – March 16)
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press check

JOHN SCOTT‘s Trans Am Apocalypse No. 3 
appears in the AGO’s ArtsMatters.ca blog

SHERYL DUDLEY’s
solo show, The Sea Was Never 

Blue at Loop Gallery reviewed 
in ArtToronto.ca

IMAGINATIVE FILM + MEDIA ARTS FESTIVAL 
made quite the media splash this year with coverage in 

VOGUE.com (shown above), CBC.ca and View The Vibe

PREFIX 
Prefix Institute of Contemporary Art’s 

eye-catching installation atop of the Sir Adam Beck 
sculpture caught the attention of TheStar.com

TAG  
Tangled Arts 

exhibition 
FLOURISHING 

featured on 
CBC.ca

TRINITY SQUARE VIDEO’s Emerging Digital 
Artist Award (EDAA) run in collaboration with EQ Bank 
is highlighted in DailyHive.com
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the back page

If you’d like to be on THE BACK PAGE, please submit your drawing, painting, illustration, photograph or architectural plans at 

300 dpi as a photoshop or illustrator file on cd or dvd disk. Please include a word file with your name, the title of the project, your 

website, your studio address and a brief description of 50 words (maximum) on the disk. The best entry will be chosen for each 

issue. Disks will not be returned. This space is to showcase the talent in the building. It is not for advertising an event or sale.

CAITLAN TAGUIBAO 
www.caitlintaguibao.com

During Nuit Blanche Good Gorilla asked visitors to help 

name the gorilla that lives on their walls (created by mural 

artist Caitlin Taguibao). In the end, Caitlin herself came 

up with a name that everyone fell in love with – Gloria. We 

think it is a good name too!
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