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The 401 Richmond Update is a community-building  

initiative of Urbanspace Property Group. The newsletter  

began in June 1994 and over the years has documented  

the eclectic activities and fascinating people who make  

a home in our historic factory in downtown Toronto.

If you would like to be added to the 401 Update  

mailing list, please email: update@401richmond.com
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Carol Cheong (right) passes the torch to 

Miles Ingrassia the 2019 recipient of the 

401 Richmond Career Launcher Prize. 

MOVING IN
The 2019 401 Richmond Career 

Launcher Prize Recipient, Miles 

Ingrassia will be taking up residency 
in Studio 260 this month after the jury 
chose him from a record number of 
applications this year. “I am so humbled 
and grateful to accept the 401 Career 
Launcher Prize. The 401 building has 
always held a special place in my heart; 
I can vividly remember my excitement 
touring the building as an undergraduate 
student, imagining the type of success 
that leads an artist to work in such an 
incredible space.” The York University 
graduate will be joining our 401 
Richmond community from September 
2019 to August 2020.

MOVING ON
2018 401 Richmond Career Launcher 

Prize Recipient, Carol Cheong’s 
residency came to an end in late August 
and she will be leaving Studio 260. Carol 
made her mark at 401 Richmond with her 
friendly smile and strong presence at last 
fall’s Nuit Blanche. We wish Carol all the 
best in her new adventures. The future 
is bright!

401 MEETING ROOM

 

If you are looking for a place to hold a 
meeting or workshop, contact us about 
renting Studio 303. The room boasts 
all of the necessary amenities at a 
reasonable rate. 
 
Visit www.401richmond.com or 
contact the Front Desk at frontdesk@

urbanspace.org for more information.

Sign up for monthly What’s On updates 
to your inbox at www.401richmond.com
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news
JOHN SCOTT RETIRES
After nearly 40 years of teaching, John Scott has retired 

from OCAD University. Considered one of the university’s 

most unique figures, John first joined OCAD University 

as a student in the early 1970s at a time where a new 

approach to creating art emerged. There was a rebellion 

amongst the students at that time that was fueled by the 

idea that people did not need credentials. Although John 

did not complete his studies, he began to run the 

school’s gallery and then gradually began teaching   

where student mentorship was his focus. One of the first 

recipients of the Governor General’s Award, John is a 

self-taught autodidact painter and mixed-media artist and 

has been an incredible influence on his students and 

teachers. As an educator, John will be remembered as 

always striving to unlock his students’ potential.

ONTARIO PLACE FOR ALL 
FIGHTS PRIVATIZATION
Ontario Place is at risk of being privatized due to new 

development guidelines – set by Doug Ford’s Ontario 

government – where potential developers are required to 

keep at least seven acres of the 155-acre Ontario Place 

a public park. In July, Ontario Place for All, a new 

citizens’ group organized to stop the privatization of 

Ontario Place gathered on the 401 Richmond Rooftop 

for a fundraiser. The new development guidelines mean 

Eb Zeidler’s iconic Cinesphere could be demolished. 

Consultant John Alschuler spoke with The Globe and 

Mail on behalf of Ontario Place for All about the 

importance of maintaining Ontario Place as a public 

park. John states public parks drive economic growth 

and development because they increase the surrounding 

property value and attract businesses and people who 

seek authentic urban experiences. John believes that the 

work of Ontario Place for All is urgent because public 

parks are an essential part of a city’s growth. For John, 

the only problem with keeping Ontario Place a public 

park is overcrowding. 

GIL PENALOSA AT THE URBAN 
FUTURE GLOBAL CONFERENCE
Founder and chair of 8 80 Cities, Gil Penalosa 

encouraged city leaders to be more ambitious in creating 

cities that accommodate vulnerable people aged zero to 

five and the elderly when he presented the topic of 

Setting Priorities for Leading & Developing Cities. 

Toronto’s population is set to grow by 50% in the next 

30 years creating an urgent need to accommodate 

vulnerable city dwellers. Gil argues that density in cities 

around transit areas and affordable laneway housing 

benefit vulnerable people because it eliminates the need 

for long commutes. Gil believes that Toronto should be 

less car centric and praises Copenhagen where 41 out 

of 100 commuters ride their bikes even during winter.

  

ZOOSHARE RECEIVES 
$2.7 MILLION INVESTMENT
The Government of Canada has recently announced 

that it will be investing up to $2.7 million, subject to a 

formal funding agreement, to aid ZooShare Biogas 

Co-operative in expanding their “plant processing 

capacity” so that it can divert more organic material from 

landfills and reduce carbon pollution. ZooShare Biogas 

Co-operative’s existing plant turns animal waste from the 

Toronto Zoo into agricultural fertilizer. The funding 

comes from the Canadian Government’s Low Carbon 

Economy Fund which is an important part of Canada’s 

climate plan. 

Gil Penalosa
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on the cover

On June 26, 2019 we hosted our 7th Annual SPARty (Spadina, Peter, Adelaide, Richmond) block party in the 

laneway. Each year our tenants and our neighbours from the surrounding buildings join us for a fun-filled 

evening of music, art, games and food and drink. It was a beautiful hot and sunny day where hundreds from our 

community showed up to eat, drink and be merry. Thanks for the fun times, we look forward to next year’s party!  
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tenant profile

INSIDE OUT Studio 219 

With their 30th anniversary around the corner, Inside Out 

is ready to take on the world. Inside Out is the largest 

LGBTQ film festival in Canada and third largest in the 

world. In 2019, Inside Out became the first LGBTQ 

organization to have a major partnership with Netflix when 

it announced its four-year partnership with the iconic 

streaming service that will focus on supporting the next 

generation of Canadian LGBTQ filmmakers by creating 

opportunities to make more content at a faster pace. 

Inside Out was founded by a collective of artists, 

filmmakers and activists in the LGBTQ community who 

wanted to provide a safe space where LGBTQ film could 

showcase the exciting content that was being made but 

didn’t have the space to be shown at major film festivals 

or artistic spaces at the time. The first Inside Out Toronto 

LGBT Film Festival took place over two weekends at 

The Euclid Theatre. The success of the first festival and 

the support of the community drove Inside Out forward. 

Currently, Inside Out’s main activity is running the Inside 

Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival held every spring 

primarily at the TIFF Lightbox. The Inside Out Toronto 

LGBT Film Festival is an eleven-day film festival featuring 

over 150 films centring around LGBTQ stories from 

LGBTQ filmmakers from around the world and in Toronto. 

Inside Out also produces an annual festival each fall. 

Throughout the year, Inside Out hosts year-round events 

as well as filmmaker and industry professional 

development programs and initiatives.

401 Richmond has been home to Inside Out for 

about 20 years where its proximity to likeminded film 

and arts organizations has been a key to their success 

because it has created the opportunity for collaboration. 

In addition to this, the home of the Inside Out Toronto 

LGBT Film Festival is the TIFF Lightbox located right 

around the street from 401 Richmond which has 

allowed the Inside Out office to become a hub that has 

had a transformative effect on the organization. Inside 

Out has flourished throughout the continuous and 

significant development that has occurred in Toronto’s 

downtown core. 

Over the years, Inside Out has nurtured the careers 

of many Canadian filmmakers who have been able to sign 

partnerships with other Canadian film organizations as a 

result of their involvement with Inside Out. The film 

festival is now focussing on creating direct funding 

supports for artists and filmmakers as a way of setting up 

artists for success for the future. For example, in addition 

to Inside Out’s new partnership with Netflix, they have 

also recently announced a documentary financing fund with 

Out TV. As Inside Out celebrates their 30th anniversary, 

they focus on the legacy they are creating as they 

continue to look forward and think about what it would 

mean to run an arts organization in the future.  

 

www.insideout.ca
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Inside Out’s Executive Director Andria Wilson at 

the Community One: Rainbow Grants Reception, 

hosted at the STARZ Festival Lounge
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spotted & applauded

JAYU IS 2019 ARTS FOR 
YOUTH AWARD FINALIST
Congratulations to JAYU on being a 
2019 finalist for the Arts for Youth 

Award that is part of the Toronto Arts 

Foundation Awards and is “presented to 
artists, cultural leaders and businesses in 
recognition of artistic excellence, cultural 
leadership and contribution to the arts.” 
Beginning as a film festival in 2012, JAYU is 
a “registered charity committed to sharing 
human rights stories through the arts.” 

RED SKY PERFORMANCE 
WINS TWO DORAS 
Congratulations to Red Sky Performance 
on winning Outstanding Original Cho-

reography and Outstanding Sounds 

Design/Composition at the 40th Dora 

Mavor Moore Awards for Trace, their 
production about the ancestral origins 
of the Anishinaabe people. 

FOUR AWARD NOMINATIONS 
FOR KOYAMA PRESS 
Koyama Press which will cease 
operations in 2021 was nominated for 
four Doug Wright Awards this past 
spring including three publications 
(A Western World by Michael DeForge, 
Evie and the Truth About Witches by 
John Martz, Somnambulance by Fiona 
Smyth) for The 2019 Doug Wright 

Best Book Award and one publication 
(Winter’s Cosmos by Michael Cosmos) 
for Pigskin Peters Award.

ANDRIA WILSON: A CANADIAN 
TO WATCH
This past March, Inside Out executive 
director Andria Wilson (who is also 
featured in our tenant profile on the 
opposite page!) was named as one of the 
15 Canadians CBC.ca was watching on 
International Women’s Day. With almost 
20 years of experience in  executive and 
management positions with film festivals, 
Andria believes in sharing the stories of 
those who don’t feel represented. 

SENIOR EDITOR OF SPACING 
JOHN LORINC WINS AWARD
Congratulations to John Lorinc on 
receiving the 2019–2020 Atkinson 

Fellowship in Public Policy. John 
has been awarded $100,000 from the 
Atkinson Foundation, the Honderich 

Family and Toronto Star to investigate 
and report on the impact of smart cities 
technology. 

20TH ANNUAL DOORS OPEN  May 25, 2019 

This spring we opened our doors for another successful Doors Open 
where guests explored the building and the community of tenants, and 
observed the Three Cs — community, culture, and commerce — at work.

Left Anthony 
Trask (right) 
with Doors 
Open guest
Below Debbie 
Debs (left) of 
Workspace8

Left Brigitte Nowak (right) in her studio for Doors Open

Above Janine Lindgren 
(right) and guest looking 

over work in her studio

Right 
Rob Nicholls 

discusses 
his colourful 

artwork at 
Doors Open

Left Canada’s 
Ballet Jorgen 
performs in the 
lower level for 
onlookers
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Centre Eliot Wright (middle) discusses 
his exhibition, Further Along The Road
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listings September to November 2019

The Listings Board is your opportunity to communicate 

with other tenants and keep them informed about what is 

happening in your organization. If you are having a sale, 

exhibition,or event you would like advertised, email details 

to events@urbanspace.org. Listings are open to all tenants.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: Monday, October 15, 2019

GALLERY DIRECTORY 

A Space Gallery (Studio 110)

Contact 416-979-9633 www.aspacegallery.org

Abbozzo Gallery (Studio 128)

Contact 416-260-2220 www.abbozzogallery.com 

Gallery 44 Centre for Contemporary Photography (Studio 120) 

Contact 416-979-3941 www.gallery44.org 

Open Studio (Studio 104) 

Contact 416-504-8238 www.openstudio.ca

Prefix Institute of Contemporary Art (Studio 124) 

Contact 416-591-0357 www.prefix.ca

Red Head Gallery (Studio 115)

Contact 416-504-5654 www.redheadgallery.org

TAG (Tangled Art Gallery) (Studio 122) 

Contact: 647-725-5064 www.tangledarts.org

Trinity Square Video (Studio 121)

Contact 416-593-1332 www.trinitysquarevideo.com

Urbanspace Gallery (Studio 117)

Contact 416-595-5900 www.urbanspacegallery.ca

yumart Gallery (Studio B-20)

Contact 647-447-9274 www.yumart.ca

YYZ Artists’ Outlet (Studio 140)

Contact 416-598-4546 www.yyzartistsoutlet.org

EXHIBITIONS

continues to August 31

Urbanspace Gallery

Eliot Wright: Further Along The Road

continues to September 7

Open Studio 

Open Studio Gallery
Gallery Otis Tamasauskas: Amalgma

George Gilmour Member’s Gallery
Group Exhibition featuring: Tara Cooper, Rachael Dosgson, 
Dana Tosi, Ann Unger and Amy Uyeda

continues to October

Myseum of Toronto

Wigwam Chi-Chemung: Elder Duke Redbird

Offsite: Trillium Park and the William G. Davis Trail Pavilion 

SEPTEMBER 1 – DECEMBER 31 

The Roastery Fine Art Gallery

Jacques Descoteaux: Landscapes of the North

Curated by Paul Grajauskas and Catherine Lathwell
Opening: September 5, 5 – 8 pm  

Jacques Descoteaux at The Rostery Fine Art 

Gallery (September 1 – December 31)

SEPTEMBER 5 – 28

Circuit Gallery @ Prefix ICA

Akihiko Miyoshi: Through Lens and Screen

SEPTEMBER 7 – 28

yumart Gallery

Tim Deverell: Fragments of Memory – For Ann

SEPTEMBER 13 – OCTOBER 12 

Open Studio

Open Studio Gallery
Maura Doyle and Sidney Masuga: Visiting Artists’ Exhibitions 
George Gilmour Members’ Gallery
Yael Brotman, Karen Curry, Liz Parkinson, Snaige Sileika and 
M.J. Steenberg: Group Show

OCTOBER 5 – 26 

yumart Gallery

Peter Templeman

OCTOBER 24 - 27

Open Studio

4/edition Toronto International Art Book Fair 
Offsite: Metro Toronto Convention Centre

NOVEMBER 1 – 15 

Reel Asian International Film Festival 

EAST OF THE ROCKIES: co-production of the National Film 
Board and Jam3
Location: The Commons, Multi-Purpose Room B, Suite 440-B

NOVEMBER 2 – 23 

yumart Gallery

Robert Chandler: Skin and Bone

NOVEMBER 30 – DECEMBER 14 

yumart Gallery

Gallery Artists and Invited Guests: Holiday Salon 
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EVENTS

OCTOBER 5 & 6

401 Richmond

Nuit Blanche, Built for Art

Since its inception at the turn of the 20th century, 401 
Richmond has been a repository for many forms of creativity. 
This unique structure offers room for making, it is a site 
for action, an opportunity for reflection and a catalyst for 
growth. These merits can be said to describe the current 
401 architectural philosophy as readily as they embrace 
the diverse communities that have called this venue home. 
Over time, countless artists, designers, cultural producers, 
microenterprises, galleries, festivals, and retailers have 
shaped and reshaped 401— both by laying bricks and by 
crafting content. The behaviour of 401 Richmond is such that 
it’s in a perpetual state of reconstruction and revelation as it 
endeavours to spotlight the many situations, conventional and 
otherwise, in which art and artistry can happen. Presented 
in partnership with Nuit Blanche Toronto, Built for Art is a 
curatorial initiative exploring the personality of place and the 
role that this ubiquitous address plays as artistic advocate 
and cultural guardian. 401 Richmond presents a program 
of challenging and exciting exhibitions, installations and 
performances created by both homegrown talent and by artists 
from as far away as the Canadian Arctic.
Time: Dusk until Dawn
www.401richmond.com

AN INDEPENDENT PROJECT OF NUIT BLANCHE 2019 

OCTOBER 22 – 27 

ImagiNATIVE Film + Media Arts Festival

The largest of its kind, the 19th annual festival features a 
selection of film, video, audio, digital media, and exhibitions 
created by Indigenous artists, from Canada and around the world.
www.imaginenative.org

NOVEMBER 7 – 15 

Reel Asian International Film Festival 

The 23rd annual festival features contemporary Asian cinema 
and work from Asian diaspora.
www.reelasian.com

NOVEMBER 8 

Reel Ideas Conference

The 2nd annual all-day series of workshops and panels 
exploring the intersections of Asian Canadian media arts with 
other arts, cultural and business sectors. A catered luncheon 
for day pass holders. 
Location: Bachir/Yerex Presentation Space, Suite 440-A
Luncheon: The Commons, Suite 440
www.reelasian.com

NOVEMBER 9

Reel Asian International Film Festival 

Filmmaker’s Brunch 
The annual brunch where filmmakers from around the world 
converge at the midpoint of the festival.
Location: The Commons, Suite 440
www.reelasian.com

NOVEMBER 10

Reel Asian International Film Festival 

So You Think You Can Pitch?
The 14th annual event where six finalists will compete in live 
pitches before industry jurors for over $11K in awards to make 
their short film dreams come true.
Location: Bachir/Yerex Presentation Space, Suite 440-A
www.reelasian.com

NOVEMBER 11, 12 & 13

Reel Asian International Film Festival 

Pulse
Daytime screenings for short film programmes that bring in 
school groups from across the GTA to experience the festival’s 
programming. 
www.reelasian.com

NOVEMBER 28

Open Studio

Artist Proof Fundraiser 
www.openstudio.ca.

Left: Reel Asian International 
Film Fest will host a number 
of events at 401 Richmond 
(November 7 – 15)

Filmmaker’s Brunch

So You Think You Can Pitch?

Reel Ideas Conference

Pulse
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press check

THE RED HEAD 
GALLERY

exhibition Pattern 

(dis)placement by 
Soheila Esfahani. 

Soheila Esfahani 
was profiled in 

Femme Art Review.

SUMMERWORKS 
PERFORMANCE FESTIVAL  

was named one of “The best stage shows in 
Toronto this summer” by NOW Magazine.

INSIDE OUT ’s   
2019 Toronto LGBT 

Film Festival received 
a slew of media 

attention this year 
from media outlets 

including Xtra, 
Exclaim!, Toronto.

com, Medium and 
CBC.CA.

A SPACE
GALLERY 
exhibition Token | 

Contemporary 

Ongoing by 
Sandra Brewster 
was reviewed in 
Canadian Art.

 TORONTO ALLIANCE FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS (TAPA) celebrated 

their 40th Anniversary of the Dora Mavor Moore 
Awards which caught the attention of NOW 

Magazine, CBC.CA and BroadwayWorld.

STRATFORD  
FESTIVAL’s 
Little Shop of 

Horrors opening 
night performance 

received a 
positive review 

The London 

Free Press.
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the back page

If you’d like to be on THE BACK PAGE, please submit your drawing, painting, illustration, photograph or architectural plans at 

300 dpi as a photoshop or illustrator file on cd or dvd disk. Please include a word file with your name, the title of the project, your 

website, your studio address and a brief description of 50 words (maximum) on the disk. The best entry will be chosen for each 

issue. Disks will not be returned. This space is to showcase the talent in the building. It is not for advertising an event or sale.

401 RICHMOND HISTORY WWII FOOD RATIONING 

You know that 401 Richmond began as a factory producing lithography on tinware, but have you ever 

wondered what those tins looked like? Here is a photograph of a tin that was manufactured right here at 

401 Richmond. A little more than two years after the start of WWII, food rationing was introduced in 

Canada on January 24, 1942 to limit the use of imported food and to free up supplies for the military 

and their allies. The Canadian government also restricted the number of tin can sizes that could be 

used for food from 116 to only 9 standard sizes. Two cans of vegetable shortening in 401’s collection 

bare the official ‘Dominion of Canada, Department of Agriculture’ approved stamp.   
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